
 
SWA March Notes 2014 

Hello to Friends of SWA & Members! 
 

Our newsletter goes out to many members 

and friends who are unable to attend our 

meetings due to the distance. Still, it’s nice 

to stay in touch and share what is going on 

with Society of Watercolor Artists. 

 

It seems as though we just took down the 

Membership Exhibition and now prepare for 

our International in April. This Saturday is 

the deadline for entries to the International. 

Our new entry process with CaFE’ has helped 

us spread news of our exhibition and we are 

seeing entries from folks all over the U.S. It 

is always exciting to see how far we reach 

with this exhibition and where our entrants 

live. The world really is a small place. I 

recently returned from a trip to Hawaii to 

visit our former exhibition chair, Davilla 

Harding. We visited a pineapple plantation 

and ate a pineapple whip, saw temples and 

turtles, mountains and marinas, met her 

paint group, visited historic Iliani Palace 

and the Royal Hawaiian Hotel and came 

home with fabulous reference photographs.  It 

was great to get away from the brutal 

weather we have experienced these last 

months in Texas. Even today as I type the 

finishing touches on the newsletter I am 

looking outside at a dusting of sleet here in 

Denton and saw two adult men with a sled 

on the street that dead-ends at my house! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At the February meeting members were 

encouraged to bring a friend. Many did so, 

and it was great fun to see so many new 

faces! Those bringing a guest had their 

names placed in a drawing with the winner 

being Judy Huebener! I think Charlene 

Baker brought the most visitors, even if they 

were her family to see her demo.  Jo Williams 

also brought a car full of folks. 

 

Speaking of Jo, come early to the meeting, at 

6pm, for a wonderful opportunity to share 

your art at Jo’s monthly critique. She has 

plenty of awards behind her advice and her 

encouragement may be all you need to create 

that masterpiece! 

 

See y0u on St. Patty’s Day…think green! 

 

Darla Bostick 

President (and newsletter editor)



Welcome to New Members      Our new website address is:    www.swawatercolor.com  

 
 

Christine Alfery, Lac du Flambeau, WI, christinealfery@christinealfery.com 
Ellen O'Kelley, Bethpage, TN, ebok123@verizon.net 
Irma & Richard Pancheco, Arlington, hoyamomdad@aol.com 
Ginger Watson, Fort Worth, hbsmallet@yahoo.com 

We like new members…invite your friends! 

 

Dues for 2014 Membership…You can join now for 2014 
If you have not paid your dues…fear not! SWA runs on a calendar year.  You can pay dues on the website 
www.swawatercolor.com In fact, each time you hit the pay pal button to pay dues, it charges one year. You can pay 
ahead if you wish! 

  

 
SWA is pleased to announce a new option for dues payment! You may become a 
Lifetime Member with one simple payment of $400 and never pay dues again. Imagine 
no more worries about dues deadlines, no fretting to remember if you paid before you 
were accepted to the International Exhibition! The perks of this membership equal 
those when paying one time at a year. Make life simple…and enjoy the monthly 
programs and demos, our annual exhibits, parties, workshops and field trips. Simply mail 
a check for $400 to Susan Henry or pay online through our website using PayPal.  

[Note: The Lifetime Membership is not the Honorary Lifetime Membership SWA has given to precious few members.] 
 

ASEL ART AWARDS  February Artist of the Month:  

 
 
 

SWA members are invited to bring a completed, framed piece to our monthly meeting. 
The artwork is shown anonymously with each member in attendance voting once for 
their favorite.  After winning 1st place, that artist retires from the competition for the 
remainder of the calendar year. Those who win 2nd place may continue in the 
competition with other pieces of work.  Art work previously shown in a SWA juried 
exhibit is not allowed. The first place winner receives a $25 Asel gift certificate and 2nd 
place earns one for $15. In November all first place pieces during 2014 return for 
selection of “Artist of the Year.” Many thanks to Mary T House who chairs this fun event  
each month! Thank Asel Art Supply when you shop at 825 Foch Street, Fort Worth.  Did 
you know the Carrollton Asel on Belt Line has moved to Ave C in Denton? 

                       
1st Place: Celeste McCall “Strawberry Reflections” 2nd Place: Hugh Heaton “Zoo Turtle” 
                       

mailto:christinealfery@christinealfery.com
mailto:ebok123@verizon.net
mailto:hoyamomdad@aol.com
mailto:hbsmallet@yahoo.com
http://www.swawatercolor.com/
http://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photography-mail-rebate-refund-payment-image19244147


         

Treasurer’s Report:  

 
 
Current balance as of 18 Feb:  
$18,638.38 in checking  
$15,252.17 in a CD  
 

New Entry Format For SWA 2014 Juried International!! 
What is CaFE’? CallforEntry.org™, also known as CaFÉ™ is a Web-based service that allows organizations and 
administrators to easily and cost-effectively manage artist-application and jury processes related to calls for entry and 
other events. The service is especially designed for use with public art projects, artist fellowships, juried visual-arts 
competitions, and many other types of calls for entry. Because they can send out Calls for Entry, ours will reach 
thousands of artists. Deadline for entry is midnight, 8 March. 
So, how does this affect you as a member of SWA? The upcoming SWA International Juried Exhibition will be our trial 
run to use this format. Basically, each artist creates a free portfolio through CaFE’. The website has very specific 
guidelines for images: the format must be JPEG only, no smaller than 1920 pixels on the longest side and less than 3MB 
in size per image. As you enter, the procedure helps you with each stage and at the completion of each image you may 
preview your progress.  If you need further help, CaFE’ has a tutorial with step by step instructions for resizing, naming 
images, etc. If you wish, your portfolio may be emptied after the jury process is completed, or you may begin to store 
images for future entries.  All entries to our SWA 2014 International will go through this process. We hope this makes 
entry easier for everyone to participate and to streamline the communications link concerning notification of 
acceptance, shipping, reception, etc.  Our juror will have access to the complete set of entries and will be able to choose 
those accepted by working through this online procedure. His decisions will automatically go out to all entrants in the 
form of an electronic notification. It is our expectation that this will simplify the tasks of our exhibition chairs, and make 
entry easy to manage for each artist. If you still have questions, go online to https://www.callforentry.org/register.php  
which lists the terms and conditions. CaFE’ also has staff to assist any entrant. Since this will be new for many of our 
friends and members, it might be a good idea to enter early and avoid last minute hiccups. Our Call to Entry is ready 
now! As a CaFE’ subscriber you may also opt to receive a weekly note for other Calls to Entry. We encourage SWA 
members to enter early. This is a new process for us and we will need to see if anyone encounters a glitch in the entry 
process! *** SWA Members ONLY - Important Notice *** use coupon code  swa2014ie  for $10 discount. 

Calendar 
March 8: Deadline for entries at midnight through CaFE’ online (THIS Saturday!) 

Incomplete entries or those received after midnight are ineligible 
March 20: Notification Date 

April 7-17: Shipped Paintings Due 
April 19, Saturday: 10am-noon: Hand Delivered Work Due 

April 20, Sunday: Show Opens 
TBA: Reception and Awards 

June 21, Saturday: 10am-noon: Pickup Hand-Delivered Works 
June 23:  Shipped Works Returned 

Delivery, Reception and Pickup: Atrium Gallery, 2nd floor, Central Library, 500 West Third St., Fort Worth, TX 76102-7305 (corner of 
Lamar and West Third St.) NOTE: Weekend parking in Fort Worth is free (meters as well as 3

rd
 St. garage parking adjacent to library—

get parking ticket validated at library) 

Note the framing has been simplified. We now require a simple white mat…that’s all. Double mats, floated work, filets, 
colored lining or colored backboards are not allowed.  Failure to follow guidelines shall result with disqualification.  
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.callforentry.org/register.php


SWA Members in the   
Laurin McCracken was the demo artist at the February Southwestern Watercolor Society meeting in Dallas. 
 Suzanne McNeill-Sparks  and Paula Pillow invite you to their show.  The Art Show 'Working in a Series' will hang March 
3 - 27, 2014 at the Keller Town Hall, 1100 Bear Creek Pkwy, Keller, TX 76248. The reception is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 13 from 7:00 - 9:00pm.  Almost 100 paintings by Suzanne and Paula along with 2 other artists (Amy Ehrlich and 
Gregory Arth) will be on display.  
SWA was well represented at the Arlington Visual Arts Association’s 38th Annual Regional Juried Exhibition. Iok-Hou Pang 
took 1st place in the Works on Paper Division with “Awestruck.” Other members accepted in the show were Darlia 
Hobbs and Colleen Dillon. 
Judy Huebener and Darla Bostick both have work in the Fort Worth Biennial at the Fort Worth Community Art Center 
during the month of March. 
 Also Darla has recently been accepted to the Houston Watercolor Society’s International as well as the Tom Peyton 
Memorial Juried Arts Exhibition in Alexandria, LA. She has a piece hanging at the Chestnut Tree on the historic Denton 
square beginning 18 March and 3 works in the Huffines Recreation Center in Richardson beginning 6 March. In Plano 
Darla has a piece at the Plano Arts Centre on 18th Street through Texas Visual Arts Association and in Dallas she has 75+ 
pieces through the end of March at the Marshall McPhail Motors Art Gallery. 
 

The Loss of Two Members 
Ann Thornton was known to some of our earlier members as one of the Charter Society of Watercolor Artists members. 
She passed away 18 February. Charlene Baker gives Ann the credit for encouraging her to enter the field of art.  
Ann was 95 years old, the daughter of an Austro-Hungarian immigrant, she was born in PA. She served as Chairman of 
Woman’s Club Art Department  and studied art primarily with Bror Utter. Her first love was watercolor with an 
impressionist style and won many awards for her art. She and her husband were avid travelers and she was a faithful 
member of Bible Study Fellowship.  Her memorial service was Wednesday, 26 February in Fort Worth.  

  
Our other loss is Jeanne Heartsill, a Denton resident, who participated most recently in the 2013 Members’ Exhibition. 
Earning her signature in SWA was a goal of Jeanne’s and the shows meant a lot to her.  Jeanne had a BA in art from SMU 
followed by a MFA in textile design from UNT. She had signature status in Southwestern Watercolor Society and was 
past president of Visual Arts Society of Texas in Denton where she was an active member for 35 years. Her involvement 
in the Denton arts included membership with the Austin Street Artists’ Association, Artists and Craftsmen Association 
and she was chair of art exhibits for the Spring Fling. As a flight attendant with Southwest Airlines she loved travel and 
combined it with her passion for art by attending art workshops in Santa Fe, Fredericksburg, San Miguel Del Allende and 
Taos. Her Memorial Service will be March 8, 2 pm in the Chapel at Denton Bible Church in Denton.  

       



Emergency Artist Funding 
Emergency grant funding for visual artists and visual arts professionals who live in North Texas (10 county area) 
(Counties:  Collin, Dallas, Tarrant, Denton, Parker, Johnson, Ellis, Kaufman, Wise, or Rockwall) is available at 
http://www.easl.us/ 

March 17 is St Patrick’s Day…and our meeting with a Demo by Sherry Daerr 

 

 
It wasn’t until Sherry started painting from the heart that her watercolors came 
to life. Her compassion for animals coupled with her passion to create, launched 
her career as a Pet Portrait Artist. “I had struggled with watercolor painting still 
life, landscapes and architecture until one day I painted a yellow lab from a 
photograph I had taken in Colorado. I had one of those ‘A ha!’ moments when I 
completed the painting and realized that I needed to be painting animals. It 
came easy for me because it came from the heart to the paintbrush.” 
After completing a successful career in fashion design and illustration, Sherry 
studied with many well known National Artists. Sherry is a current member and 
serving as Correspondence Secretary on the Board for Southwestern Watercolor 
Society and as their Photographer. Recently, her painting, “Is it dinnertime yet?” 
received an Honorable Mention award for the 49th Annual Collin County Adult 
Art Show 2013. And, her painting, “Waiting” was accepted into the 2013 
Southwestern Watercolor Society’s Juried Show with Jean Grastorf as Juror. 

Prior to that, her painting “Bad Dog” was accepted into the 2012 Southwestern Watercolor Society’s Juried Show. She 
was also awarded Third Place for her painting of “Sleeping Duck” at the Irving Art Association. Some of her paintings are 
currently hanging at UT Southwestern Library and Faculty lounge. 
Sherry welcomes Pet Portrait commissions and gives back to show her support for animals by contributing to the local 
Pet Rescue Organizations. 

 
 

Spring Japanese Festival 

             
 

It’s never too early to think about the Japanese Festival. Marie Coerver has 
kindly offered to have a SWA table for us and would welcome some full-day or 
half-day assistance.  At the close of the first day all the ‘stuff’ has to be packed 
and loaded into the car, only to return the second day. Naturally, help would be 
great. The dates are 26 & 27 April. In order to assure a parking pass, Marie turns 
in the names of volunteers early. Let her know now if you are interested. She 
needs member participation on making bookmarks and bamboo paddle fans for 
sale. We will have the fans available at the next meeting. They cost $1.50 each. 
You might have time to take some home, paint and return as donations! 

 

 
 



Website Freebie for Members! 
Celeste McCall has launched the new website! During the change we lost our hyphen!  Our new website address is:     
www.swawatercolor.com  All members are encouraged to submit one complementary image of a watercolor painting 
for posting in the Members’ Gallery section of the new website.  You may post 4 images along with a link to your 
website, by paying $20 for a year of visibility for a Premium Gallery. Send the image, title, artist’s name to Celeste at:  
cst136@yahoo.com Do you paint commission work? We will earmark your Premium Gallery on the webpage if you are 
interested. SWA will send referrals that come through our contact email. All negations will be strictly between the artist 
and the patron. We trust those who come onboard with this will be conscientious with prompt delivery! 
 

Recap on February Demo Artist, Charlene Baker 
 
February was Bring-A-Friend Month and we had plenty of new faces.  Those 
who brought a friend had their name placed for a merchandise drawing with the 
winner being Judy Huebener.  Marie Coerver did a fantastic Mardi Gras themed 
hospitality table, complete with muffalatta sandwiches and even a King Cake. 
Charlene Baker’s demo was great fun as she showed many ways to resurrect a 
painting ‘from under the bed.’  Some of her techniques included 
shaving/sandpapering watercolor-media Inktense pencils by Derwent and 
spritzing with water, using Krylon webbing spray to create the network of limbs 
and branches, hand coloring tissue paper with acrylics or inks then applying with 
diluted Yes Glue to collage over images and more. She shared comments she 
has heard from various jurors. It seemed to be a family affair as her husband 
came (and won the ‘Best Dressed in the Audience Award’), her son helped with 
the technical aspects of camera and projector, and they were accompanied by 
Charlene’s daughter-in-law and granddaughter! One quip Charlene shared was 
this: “An aging artist turned to someone and said, ‘I want to leave my art work 
to a worthy institution.’ The person with whom he was speaking replied, 
‘There’s always the Institute for the Blind.’ She confessed it was the first demo 
she has done, but she gave the impression of a seasoned demonstrator!   

                 
 

 
 

 
Our Volunteer of the Month:  
Marie Coerver 

If you missed the February meeting, you not only missed a great demo by our Charlene Baker, you missed an early 
celebration of Mardi Gras! Marie made sure the refreshments were extra-special with her King Cake, beads, mask and 
even muffalata sandwiches! (She also made special meatless muffalatas and set some aside for the vegetarians—like 
me!)  It was truly a party at the back of room…all we lacked was a brass band! Marie always does such a super job with 
the refreshments! Of course we welcome (and need) any contributions to the tables from our members, but if you find 
you forgot to bring something to share, fear not…we have a basket to accommodate donations of a financial nature to 
help defray the cost of the wonderful surprises Marie always presents!  Unfortunately your editor is always the last to 
the refreshments table and it was too dark during the demo to get photos! Thanks again, Marie! 

http://www.swawatercolor.com/
mailto:cst136@yahoo.com


Steve Rogers 4-day Workshop Coming 22-25 April, 9:30-4pm 

         

Location: St. John’s Episcopal Church, 2401 College Ave, Fort Worth, TX 
$350 for SWA members/$375 for non members     ($200 cheaper than his 5-day workshop with TWCA)               
$75 nonrefundable deposit – pay by check or PayPal       
Contact Lynne Buchanan 817-909-5366 or email Jenny.buchanan8@gmail.com 
 
Steve Rogers AWS, NWS, TWSA  
Steve has been recruited as our juror for the 2014 International Exhibition. While here, he is sharing his talents with us 
for a four-day workshop. His paintings have won hundreds of awards in juried competitions including the National 
Watercolor Society Purchase Award -“Best of Show” in 2006 and four awards in the American Watercolor Society. Steve 
is a Signature Member of the American Watercolor Society and was an Ambassador/Director of AWS and is also a 
Signature Member of the National Watercolor Society and Transparent Watercolor Society of America. Steve’s work has 
been featured  in the  magazines Watercolor Magazine, Watercolor Magic, International Artist, l’Art de l’Aquaelle, 
Pratique des Arts and the books Expressing the Visual Language of the Landscape, Secrets from the Contemporary 
Watercolor Masters – vol. 1 (in Chinese), The One Hour Watercolorist,  and a Gallery of Marine Art, as well as  two best – 
selling DVD’s – 7 Secrets of Painting Reflections in Watercolor and The Secrets of Painting Light and Shadow in 
Watercolor. www.watercolorsbyrogers.com 
 

Mark Your 2014 Calendar 
The highlight of any meeting is the demo! We have some great ones lined up for 2014. Be sure to pay your membership 
and either join as a new member or renew your current membership NOW! Ann Winchester will be the liason with the 
tech crew to set up demos. She would appreciate any assistance in helping the demo artist unpack and repack the car. 

                           

Our Monthly meetings are held at the UNTHSC, Everett 
Building. Watch for a banner on the parking lot. Directions 
are available on the website 
February we are back to our normal schedule: 
5:45—Board Meeting  
6pm—Critique with Jo Williams (bring in 1 or 2 works for 
some friendly advice) 
7pm—brief business notices 
7:15-9pm our demo, snack and art of the month 

8 March: Deadline to enter SWA International 
Exhibition 
17 March (St Pat’s Day): Sherry Daerr demo, animals 
21 April: Steve Rogers, landscape demo and promo for 
workshop the following day 
22-25 April: SWA Steve Rogers Workshop 

19 May: Sharon Giles demo, gelli plate printing with 
watercolors 
15 September: Amy Ehrlich demo, color/design 
20 October: Sharon Serrago demo, landscape 
17 November: Paula White demo , yupo 
December: Holiday Party TBA 

tel:817-909-5366
mailto:Jenny.buchanan8@gmail.com
http://www.watercolorsbyrogers.com/


 
Norma Wants to Retire~~Thank You Debbie Downing!  
SWA Signature Status is a reward for excellence in painting. Naturally a competent, organized person with computer 
skills needs to manage the list! Norma Lively has been doing this for years it looks like we have a volunteer assistant 
during the next exhibition to learn the ropes.  Thank you Debbie for stepping up to this position! 

2013 SWA Officers and Members Extraordinaire 

These dedicated members give their talent and time to keep SWA alive! We need YOU on the list! 
President: Darla Bostick  
President Elect: Celeste McCall 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary: Judy Huebener   
EDUCATION:  
Monthly Programs: Ann Winchester and Darla Bostick 
Workshop Chairperson: Lynne Buchanan  
Monthly Critiques: Jo Williams 
MEMBERSHIP:  
Membership Chair: Susan Henry 
Publication of Membership Directory: Shirley Nichols 
EXHIBITIONS:  
Exhibition Chair: Mary Stitt and Bob Cook 
Prospectus: Darla Bostick 
Sponsorship: Rhonda Barefield 
Hanging Chair: John James 
Hanging Committee: John Nickell, Norma Fitzwater, Shirley 
Nichols 
Entry Requirements: Janet Southern  
Certificates: Mary Stitt  
SWA Signatures: Norma Lively  (Debbie Downing will learn 
the ropes at the International Exhibition to replace Norma) 
Reception Photography: Gordon Henry 
Catalog/Postcard: Eloise and Ray Sears/Darla Bostick  
Catalog Mailing: Bettye Reece 
Exhibit volunteers needed for notifications, processing, 
hanging, certificate printing, labels and strike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUNDRAISING: 
Japanese Gardens: Marie Coerver  
FANtastic Fans: Mary Stitt 
FINANCE: 
Treasurer: Hugh Heaton 
Professional Standards: (Yearly Audit) Brenda Morgan 
Grants: Watson Arnold 
PUBLICITY:  
Local Resources & Advertising: Gail Cooksey  
Website Manager: Celeste McCall 
Website Consultant: Sharon Giles 
Newsletter: Darla Bostick  
Print Materials: Darla Bostick Looking for a replacement 
Photography: Lori Atwell  
MEETINGS:  
Greeters: Shirley Nichols, Diana Littlejohn, Lynda Robinson 
Hospitality: Marie Coerver  
House & Properties: Janet Southern  
Painting of the Month Asel Competition: Mary T House  
Assistants to Demonstration Artist: Marjorie Ross, Lynda 
Robinson  
OUT AND ABOUT:  
Field Trip Organizer (s): open for FUTURE TRIPS! 
Do you have a program or event idea? 
How do YOU contribute to YOUR SWA 


