
SWA President’s Message Oct 2012 

 

Hi to all our SWA members and soon-to-be members! 

Where does the time go? It’s already October and we are getting closer to the end of another fantastic 
year of exhibits, demos, workshops, a field trip as well as deeper friendships, more artistic ideas, and 
yummy refreshments! 

Since we do not have a newsletter editor, I am ex-officio for now (more about that later). So, you will 
see several headings in this monthly message. 

If you missed the September meeting, you missed the most beautiful, delicious cake at break time. 
Robin outdid herself with a “Welcome Back to SWA” confectionary masterpiece! She works hard for us, 
and if you haven’t signed up for a month to help out…well, I hope you can live with your conscience as 
you go for seconds at the next meeting! She will have a sign-up list so be sure to autograph that…or 
email her now while you are thinking of it! Contact info: Robin Brown <robinredux@netzero.net> 

This month’s demo is…me! Yep, it’s a one-pony show this month. We wanted to have Carol Peterson 
come for a demo and workshop, but could not secure a location. (This seems to be a recurring theme 
here lately). Each year I teach a workshop at Ghost Ranch in NM (see photo at beginning). This year I 
spent some time talking about organizing, preparing pieces for shows, etc which was very well received. 
Ann Winchester had asked me some time ago if I would do that for SWA…so at the October meeting you 
will not only get the demo you expect each month, you will also want to bring a notepad for note-taking. 
Yes, artists CAN be organized people! The demo will be a watercolor on paper demo. 

See you Monday, 17 Oct at 6pm for the critique and 7-9 for the monthly meeting and demo(s). 

Darla Bostick 

“WOW Workshop news” 

Don’t you love it when you have good news and then better news? We are happy to announce, due 
popular demand, we have arranged to have Robert Burridge for back-to-back workshops! He is coming 
in April to be our juror for the SWA International Exhibition. The original “Put the WOW Back in 
Watercolor” workshop scheduled 17-19 April filled quickly and has a waiting list.  Robert’s trip to Fort 
Worth was scheduled 3 years ago and his reputation as a teacher and artist has only increased since that 



time. Carolyn Jehring laid all the groundwork for this event and Mary Stitt is coordinating it from here on 
in. She will release firm details at our October meeting. Contact info: Mary Stitt <msmaryps@aol.com> 

Artists of the Month for September 

1st place Jackie Stengle 

2nd place Connie Levson 

Members in the News 

I have decided we have a lot bashful members who won’t “toot their own horn” so allow me to mention 
some I have noticed. I apologize to those I missed…please send me info for next month! Contact: Darla 
Bostick <darlabostickart@gmail.com> 

Jo Williams was awarded 2nd place with “Winter Textures” at the SWS September Artist of the Month 
and won 1st place at the VAST September of the Month. Jo was recently the demo artist at the Plano 
Family Arts Center 22 Oct, 10-noon at the 48th Annual SWS Exhibition. 

In the Irving Art Association’s 3rd National Unconditional Love Pet Show Sharon Giles won 2nd place in 
the watercolor division with “Ice Cream Hounds, Belize” and Darla Bostick won 3rd place in the 
photography division with “Peek a Boo.” Darla is also currently exhibiting in the Mississippi Grand 
National Exhibit. Darla is the demo artist at the Plano Family Arts Center 22 Oct, 10-noon at the 48th 
Annual SWS Exhibition. She is teaching a mosaic workshop in Denton 16 & 23 October. 

Dave Maxwell Dave Maxwell has achieved Signature Status in the Philadelphia Watercolor Society, 
with the acceptance of his painting Interior Mobility. He additionally met the requirements for Purple 
Sage Brush Signature Membership in the Texas Watercolor Society. In the Pikes Peak Watercolor 
Society, International Show, his painting King of the Hill won a Merchandise Award. In the Watercolor 
Art Society-Houston, International Show, he won a Merit Award. Southern Watercolor Society, 
International Show, accepted his painting Packard. 
 
Shirley Nichols had work exhibited in the juried Irving Arts Association Wildlife Show recently. 



Suzanne McNeill is scheduled to teach 3 classes in November at 'Art of the Carolinas' in Raleigh, NC 
(sponsored by Jerry's Artarama). This is her second year there and she is teaching Zentangle and 
Watercolor painting, Zentangle in Sketchbooks and Zentangle on Clayboard. Suzanne has a new video on 
'Zentangle for the Artist' available through Jerry's Artarama. 

Soon Warren has been very busy this year. She has a November workshop in Granbury and next year in 
July will be teaching in Buenos Aires, Argentina and Orlando, FL. Her honors this year include the 
following awards: Mary L. Quiros Award in Texas Watercolor Society, Georgia Ann Newton Award in 
TWSA, Southern Watercolor Society Award in GWS, Inclusion in Splash 13 with two paintings, an award 
in Watercolor USA  (and became a member of Watercolor Honor Society), Honorable Mention in 
Watermedia Showcase competition, and inclusion in Strokes of Genius 4: The Best of Drawing, Bosque 
Art Center, Rocky Mountain National Water Media, Kansas Watercolor Society, SW and LWS. 

James Haddock has one piece selected for the Fall Festival of Art, Shanley House Gallery in Granbury, 
running  through October 29 and a piece in the Arlington Visual Arts Association member show running 
through November 4. 

Michael Holter took 1st place and Jeanne Heartsill won 2nd place for October Artist of the Month at the 
SWS meeting in Dallas. 

SWA Membership Exhibition 2011 

Fort Worth is a great city for the arts, just difficult for art exhibitions of local artists. The search is still 
underway for a location. We are hopeful and will report more when available. It may be a last-minute 
call for entries, so be preparing your entry now! We hope for a December show. 

SWA By-laws Update 

It’s taken most of this year to accomplish what seemed like the impossible, but your board members 
have finally completed the task of updating the by-laws. Members should expect an email of revisions to 
arrive before the monthly meeting. For those who do not “do” computers, we will have written copies 
to see at the October meeting when we will vote on the document.  

SWA Needs YOU! 

Remember the posters of Uncle Sam looking into your eyes and pointing right at you? As a kid I was so 
intimidated by that image. Well, our organization needs YOU. It isn’t even intimidating…we just need a 
few positions to be filled. Some of these are simple monthly contributions of time. Below are the 
positions we need to fill right away! Some of your officers are wearing more than one hat…hard to do 
with only one head! Won’t you consider donning a new hat for the next year? These positions run the 
calendar year Jan through December 2012. We are printing our Membership Directory in 
December…and hope to have all our leadership roles filled. Every organization has followers…but we 
need a few leaders! 



Newsletter Editor: Remember the old Superman show and reporters wore a hat with a little ticket on 
the said that said “PRESS”? Pretty impressive, and this hat is just the right size for someone out there! 
This is once a month and requires a computer, minimum writing skills and a max of 2 hours a month 
AND it can be done at home…in your pajamas…at any hour of the day! Communication is critical to a 
vibrant, growing organization. You just put together the news and zap it to the webmaster. Done! 
[When my presidency ends Dec 2012 I’ll be happy to do this…but we need someone for THIS year!] 

House and Properties: “All Aboard!!!” Did you ever dream of wearing the conductor hat on the 
railroads? This is as close as you may get. Make sure everyone is onboard! When our demo artist is 
finished setting up, the H & P hooks them up with the portable microphone. All of the equipment for 
demos is set up and in working order thanks to the tech person provided by UNTHSC,  one phone call a 
year sets up our meeting space for the next year. The by-laws state you inventory our properties…but 
our organization travels light, so no problem. This is the easiest of all the positions, yet the conductor’s 
hat has been thrown to the side…unnoticed. We’ll even let you holler “All Aboard” if you want! 

Paint-outs and Field Trips: Like to go and do? See new things…along with a few friends? Last summer 
was the first field trip and we went to Waco to see the AWS show. It was great fun on a bus (I planned it 
and then didn’t get to go, but I heard wonderful things). Not every outing requires a bus, but the 
consensus was for more field trips! Any takers? You can wear the hat of an explorer as you venture out 
into the vast unknown to find us neat places to visit. 

Programs: All of the programs are planned for this and next year through October (that leaves 2 monthly 
meetings that need a demo artist). The programs director puts together our year of demos contacts the 
artists and makes sure they have directions to our meeting. What happens when the monthly demo 
artist shows up? Maybe a bit of help transporting a few supplies and an introduction and we are 
off…another fun meeting begins! 

President Elect: This position used to be incredibly overwhelming but now that the by-laws have been 
revised, the requirements have been spread out among other positions. We are looking for someone to 
spend 2012 just observing, offering suggestions, attend the board meetings and see how it’s done. The 
next year you get to wear the most prestigious of the haberdashery! 

So, if you think your head is just the right size for one of the hats above, hold up your hand and wave it 
wildly. Or, better yet, contact one of your board members right away! We want you included on the 
leadership page of the new Membership Directory. 

Your dues is due Oct! 

The main reason for revising the by-laws is to avoid and put to bed forever the confusion about our 
calendar year. The calendar year has always been Jan-Dec but the bylaws didn’t translate very well with 
that schedule. Now, your dues will be due in October. You will be delinquent if not paid by November, 
and you will receive your spanking new Membership Directory at January’s general meeting! Viola! Your 
officers will lead the way from Jan-Dec instead of Sept-May. We have this all in a neat little package. Be 



sure to pay your dues at the November meeting or mail them in to Janet Southern right away. We would 
hate to publish the directory without you!  

Regular dues is $40, for those 65+ dues is $30, and family dues is $5 added to whichever category you 
pay. [And, as a head’s up…the Robert Burridge demo at the April meeting is expected to be at capacity 
attendance. If you are not a member, you may expect to pay between $10-15 to attend as a guest that 
night. Also, you receive discounts on SWA Exhibitions and workshops if you are up to date on dues!] 
Contact Membership Director, Shirley Nichols: senichols@flash.net  

Treasurer’s Report:  

Our bank account currently shows: 

Checking Account: $10,209.10        CD: $14,218.83 
 

Did you miss your copy of the SWA International 2011 catalog? 

The International Exhibit last June was received better than any exhibit we have hosted. Many 
commented it was the best exhibit they have seen…anywhere! The catalog is beautifully done by 
Colleen Erickson and is a fine representation of the exhibit. Only 15 copies remain. Be sure to get yours 
at the November meeting…the close-out price is a bargain $5 a copy. One great result of the show was 
the addition of 10 new members to SWA. Be sure to welcome them at the next meeting. 

See YOU at the meeting Monday, 17 Oct, 7pm. 

Darla Bostick   

Contact: <darlabostickart@gmail.com> 

 

 

 


