
 
SWA June Notes 2014 

Hello to Friends of SWA & Members! 

 

Summer is here and even though our 

regular monthly meetings cease for 

June-August we have a very good 

reason to get together in June. 

Our 2014 International Juried 

Exhibition comes to a close this month. 

The Awards Reception is scheduled for 

Sunday, 22 June from 2-4. Bring 

some friends and enjoy the fine art, the 

wonderful piano music by our 

Charlene Baker, the refreshments 

arranged by our hostess Marie Coerver 

and, of course, the giving of the 

awards. Our prize purse is $4000 for 

those fortunate to receive the nod from 

our juror, Steve Rogers. There is so 

much happening behind the scenes of 

any exhibition. This is the fourth 

exhibit catalog under the creation of 

Ray and Eloise Sears. There are many 

other SWA volunteers who share with 

the production of our exhibition. It all 

begins with securing an exhibit 

location which is followed by writing 

the prospectus and advertising. Add to 

that hiring the right juror, contracts, 

airfare, lodging, judging, a monthly 

demo and then there is the workshop in 

conjunction with it all. Our exhibit 

chairs steadily guide the entire process 

with entries, notifications, processing 

and accepting the entries, shipping 

and more! At the reception as you 

enjoy the music, art and refreshments, 

be conscious that these things happen 

because of people who care. Be sure to 

check out the listing of those volunteers 

on the last page of the newsletter. 

 
On the Charles Bridge in Prague, Czech Republic in May 

 

Is your name missing on that page? 

We could use your help to make things 

happen for SWA. Any small bit of help 

is appreciated and we have positions to 

fill! Our summer board meeting is 

scheduled for 23 August and is open to 

members as we investigate more closely 

the workings of SWA. Your 

suggestions are always welcome. More 

details on that later. 

Darla Bostick 

President (and newsletter editor)



Welcome to New Members      Our new website address is:    www.swawatercolor.com  

 
 

Currently we have 158 members 

   We like new members…invite your friends!

Treasurer’s Report: 

     

    
 
 

Current balance as of 19 May: 
Checking $22,862.96 

CD $15,252.17 @ .35% due on 
24 October 2014    

ASEL ART AWARDS OUR May artist of the month  
 

 
 

SWA members are invited to bring a completed, framed piece to our monthly meeting. 
The artwork is shown anonymously with each member in attendance voting once for 
their favorite.  After winning 1st place, that artist retires from the competition for the 
remainder of the calendar year. Those who win 2nd place may continue in the 
competition with other pieces of work.  Art work previously shown in a SWA juried 
exhibit is not allowed. The first place winner receives a $25 Asel gift certificate and 2nd 
place earns one for $15. In November all first place pieces during 2014 return for a final 
selection of “Artist of the Year.” Many thanks to Mary T House who chairs this fun event  
each month! Thank Asel Art Supply when you shop at 825 Foch Street, Fort Worth.  Did 
you know the Carrollton Asel on Belt Line has moved to Ave C in Denton? 
 

                                                   
                                    
                                    First Place: Iok-Hou Pang “Floral Dream”                    Second Place: Hugh Heaton “Started” 



SWA Members in the   
Bob Cook is presenting a demo at the Lake Granbury Art Association meeting on 12 May, 7pm at the Shandly House . He 
is excited about using their new dual-screen video set-up.  
Gaylord O’Con walked away with the Best of Show at the Richardson 48th Regional Juried Exhibition at the Eisemann 
Center in Richardson. 
Muriel Mimura won Best of Show at the Texas and Neighbors Exhibition in Irving. At the same exhibition: 
Watermedia: Barbara Mason took First Place and Michael Holter won Honorable Mention.  
Mixed Media:  Karin Michele Anderson (TxN) won Honorable Mention.   
Other SWA Members accepted to the show were Suzanne McNeill-Sparks, Colleen Erickson, Gaylord O’Con, Iok-Hou 
Pang, Sarah Graham Harman, Connie Logan-Levson, Nancy Maas, Barbara Millican (TxN), and Kenji Nishikawa (TxN). 
Note: TxN designates Signature Members.  
Darla Bostick was the judge for the Mid-Cities Fine Arts Association Exhibition in Haltom City.  
Darlia Hobbs won First Place in Mixed Media at the Mid-Cities Annual Show in Haltom City.  
 Suzanne McNeill-Sparks and Darlia Hobbs are featured in the large gallery of the Fort Worth Community Art Center 
during June with a reception Friday, 6 June, 6-9pm. 
Lynne Buchanan won First Place in the Watermedia  on Paper Category at the Irving Art Association Members Show. 
Sharon Giles took 3rd place in the Mixed Media with an acrylic collage in the same show. 
A couple of corrections to the May newsletter: 
 Veronica Ritchey was accepted in Splash 16, and Shirley Nichols (not Judy Huebener) was selected for Cleburne Arts 
and Artisans Peoples Show thru May! [my apologies—I was writing the newsletter from Africa and those two items got 
crossed up in the correspondence!~~editor] 
 

SWA 2014 Juried International Hangs at Fort Worth Central Library 
 June 22, Sunday, 2-4pm: Reception and Awards 

After 4pm: Pick-up hand-delivered works (Following the Reception)        June 23:  Shipped Works Returned 
The big question is…who won Best of Show?! Come to the reception and find out. We need finger foods for the 
reception! Contact Marie Coerver mariesoloncoerver@sbcglobal.net to let her know what you can bring! Reception is at 
the Atrium Gallery, 2nd floor, Central Library, 500 West Third St., Fort Worth, TX 76102-7305 (corner of Lamar and West 
Third St.) NOTE: Weekend parking in Fort Worth is free (meters as well as 3rd St. garage parking adjacent to library—get 
parking ticket validated at library). The reception, awards and hand-picked up works are scheduled for the same day at 
the convenience of our artists. Be sure to note the date has been changed to Sunday rather than Saturday. 

 
SWA Has A New Affiliate 
You may not know about Colors of Nature. It is a Canadian company making watercolor paints that are real colors that 
reflect the true colors of nature and are made completely from natural ingredients (making them safe for children and 
adults). The paints are animal free, cruelty free, solvent free, petroleum free and are carbon emissions free (energy 
supplied by bullfrog power). They claim professional quality performance, permanent or excellent lightfastness, are an  
 affordable price and long lasting. Colors of Nature (click for their website) is offering SWA members a 20% discount 
code to use on the website. At the end of each month they tabulate the total savings earned through our code and 
donate that same amount back to SWA. If any of our members make a piece of art using their paints they will post it on 
their website and blog and direct people to a site of the artist’s choice. Ownership of the image belongs to the artist. 
Colors of Nature only posts the work on their website and blog and would seek permission from the artist for any other 
use. Our SWA discount code: Members-20-SWA   Shop at http://shop.colorsofnature.com 

mailto:mariesoloncoerver@sbcglobal.net
http://www.bullfrogpower.com/
http://www.colorsofnature.com/
http://shop.colorsofnature.com/


 

 Volunteers of the Month: Ray & Eloise Sears
 
With every exhibition SWA provides a lovely catalog. Anyone who enters the exhibition or sponsors an award receives 
one. Catalogs are available for sale to all others.  The catalog is important not only to record the works of the exhibition 
and the winners but also to recognize the many volunteers who give their time to make it happen. Ray and Eloise make 
a great team for this important aspect of the exhibitions. We cannot thank them enough for the many hours devoted to 
format, access images, proof, print and deliver. Many thanks are sent in their direction! Be sure to thank them when you 
see them next.  (Also thanks to Bettye Reece for distribution of the catalogs!) 
 

Recap of Sharon Giles May Demo Using a Gelli Plate 

            
 
Experimentation is part of the fun of art and Sharon Giles presented several ways to do just that using the gelli plate, a 
gelatin pad used as the base for printing. The gelli plate is set on a piece of plexiglass. Different materials can be rolled, 
squished, printed and pressed onto the surface before placement of the paper for transfer of the image as a print. 
Sharon used a commercial gelli plate for the acrylic prints and later used her homemade gelli plate for the watercolor 
prints (it seems the homemade plate is more watercolor friendly). If you are interested in making a gelli plate, see the 
next page. Sharon had her handmade gelli pad in a plastic tray with a lid and handle where it can also be stored when 
not in use. Clean up is easy with water, baby wipes, hand sanitizer or mineral oil (if using oil paints). 
Sharon spent the first part of the evening using acrylics. After she spread the paint with a brayer onto the gelli plate she 
laid plants on the surface and scraped designs using corrugated cardboard. She lays the paper onto this and burnishes 
using her hand. From each variation of print materials she drew 3 prints: 
1st print: “shape print” 2nd print: “ghost print” 3rd print: “detail print” A 4th print can be had if the materials laid on the 
plate retain enough paint to rearrange on another sheet of paper and press using a brayer. 

 

 
 
Generally Sharon works from light to dark. “After you learn the basic technique, it becomes a strategy!” she shared. 
Using string, plants, metal cut outs, stamps, stencils, feathers, tyvek (the inside liner of envelopes which is very durable) 
and more, Sharon created several prints during the evening. A mist of spray from a water bottle, rubbing alcohol and 
other liquids can also be incorporated. Shredded paper could be placed onto the plate also.  
There are so many variations in printing. For instance, she brought some paper that had already been collaged with 
newsprint, music sheets, or any printed paper with designs. These were then laid down on the prepared gelli plate. Of 
course, as watercolorists, the prints could be taken to another level by painting sections as another layer of interest. If 
your interest is printing on textiles Sharon suggested using Golden GAC 900 to add to the acrylic before printing on the 
fabric.  At one point Rhonda Barefield joined in the fun to try the technique. At the end of the evening Sharon raffled 
away 3 prints to lucky observers in the audience. 



Making Your Own Gelli Plate 
From Sharon Gile’s blog: 
The “gelatin” plate revolution started with homemade 
gelatin plates using gelatin and water, but they last a 
few weeks and must be refrigerated. However, they can 
be reconstituted by heating and repouring. 
For a more “permanent” gelatin plate, various artists 
have experimented with adding glycerin to the mix. 
 
Ingredients: 
The recipe that Edie Cournover used: 
6 T of unflavored gelatin (7 of the small packs) 
1 1/2 cups boiling water 
1 1/2 cups glycerin (You can find 6 oz bottles in the CVS 
skin lotion section & in the Walmart drugs area next to 
the rubbing alcohol — you need 2 bottles) 
Linda Germain has an alternative recipe, but you must 
take her online course to learn her 
secrets. http://makemonotypes.com/ (well worth it in  
my opinion) 

  

 
Equipment: 
You can use a rectangular glass pan, one of those clear acrylic frames, or a metal pan or tray. You can also make plates in 
round shapes or cut fresh ones into geometric shapes or organic forms. If the pan is 9×13, the plate will come out about 
1/4 inch thick. Adjust the recipe for larger or smaller sizes or thicker results. Thicker plates are less likely to tear. 
 
Recipe: 
First, mix the gelatin and glycerin together thoroughly in a heat-safe container, then add boiling water and stir slowly.  
Try not to introduce air into the mix. Pour the hot melted mixture into a pan — make sure everything is level in your 
setup. Skim the top with a strip of newspaper to remove air bubbles. Let it set. You can also refrigerate the mix until set 
(a few hours) or put in the freezer for 15-20 minutes. Or just leave it on the counter to cure, since it’s best not to move it 
until it’s firmer. 
To remove the plate from the pan, use your fingers to go around working the gel back from the edges. After you break 
that seal, you should be able to peel it from the pan and move it onto a plexiglas plate or whatever you will use as a 
printing surface. Note: a clear surface lets you place designs underneath to work with — or a paper so that you can 
gauge pulling prints better. 
After curing, if your result is still a little sticky or malformed, you can microwave it (in a glass container) for 3-4 minutes 
to liquify it, stir it when needed. Then pour it, and let it set again.  Sometimes it needs more or less water. The paint 
should roll on smoothly, although the very first paint application may not be smooth. You can also redo the melting and 
resetting if it tears (or just cut it down). 
 
Results: 
In contrast to the gelatin only plate, the gelatin/glycerin plate doesn’t need refrigeration. But it isn’t as permanent as a 
real Gelli Arts Gelli Plate since it is more fragile and will tear easily, especially if it is thin. You also can’t wash it under the 
faucet like the tougher plate. You can clean it by spraying with water and wiping with paper towels, or by using baby 
wipes. Otherwise printmaking is just the same. After experimenting with acrylic and watercolor, the results are 
indistinguishable. But I think the homemade plate is slightly “friendlier” to watercolor because the Gelli Arts Plate has 
mineral oil in it. 
NOT RECOMMENDED: You can also use rubbing alcohol in the recipe for permanent plate, but it is described as rather 
smelly. It’s also noxious. If you use that, then DON’T use the microwave process for resetting since alcohol is flammable. 
For that recipe and more on the process, see the Youtube videos at http://youtu.be/h9taUh073vQ (thefrugalcrafter) and 
http://youtu.be/Z6BQo63zsvA  (Edie Cournoyer) Linda Germain gelatin plate videos: http://youtu.be/JZgBkBv8y5s 

http://makemonotypes.com/
http://youtu.be/h9taUh073vQ
http://youtu.be/Z6BQo63zsvA
http://youtu.be/JZgBkBv8y5s


Mark Your 2014 Calendar 
The highlight of any meeting is the demo! We have some great ones lined up for 2014. Be sure to pay your membership 
and either join as a new member or renew your current membership NOW! Ann Winchester will be the liason with the 
tech crew to set up demos. She would appreciate any assistance in helping the demo artist unpack and repack the car. 

                           
 

Our Monthly meetings are held at the UNTHSC, Everett 
Building. Watch for a banner on the parking lot with 
directions to our room (or check the map on the 
website) 
February we are back to our normal schedule: 
5:45—Board Meeting  
6pm—Critique with Jo Williams (bring in 1 or 2 works 
for some friendly advice) 
7pm—brief business notices 
7:15-9pm our demo, snack and art of the month 

22 June, 2-4: International Exhibition Reception, Awards 
and Return of Art Work 
15 September: Amy Ehrlich demo, color/design 
 

20 October: Sharon Serrago demo, landscape 
17 November: Paula White demo , yupo 

December: Holiday Party TBA

 

 
2013 SWA Officers and Members Extraordinaire 

rdina
These dedicated members give their talent and time to keep SWA alive! We need YOU on the list! 
President: Darla Bostick  
President Elect: Celeste McCall 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary: Judy 
Huebener   
EDUCATION:  
Monthly Programs: Darla Bostick (2014) and 
Ann Winchester (2015)  
Workshop Chairperson: Lynne Buchanan  
Monthly Critiques: Jo Williams 
MEMBERSHIP:  
Membership Chair: Susan Henry 
Publication of Membership Directory: Shirley Nichols 
(replacement begins in October to learn the ropes!) 
EXHIBITIONS:  
Exhibition Co-Chairs: Mary Stitt and Bob Cook 
Prospectus: Darla Bostick (Need replacement) 
CaFE’ Liason: Celeste McCall 
Sponsorship: Rhonda Barefield 
Hanging Chair: John James 
Hanging Committee: John Nickell, Norma Fitzwater, 
Shirley Nichols, Jim Stewart, Debbie Downing (and 
some non-members: Drew Tilton and Mary Stitt’s 
nephew) 
Entry Requirements: Janet Southern  
Certificates: Mary Stitt  
SWA Signatures: Norma Lively & Debbie Downing 
Reception Photography: Gordon Henry 
Catalog/Postcard: Eloise and Ray Sears/Darla Bostick  
 
 

Catalog Distribution: Bettye Reece 
Exhibit volunteers always needed for hanging, 
certificate printing, labels and strike 
FUNDRAISING: 
Japanese Gardens: Marie Coerver  
FANtastic Fans: Mary Stitt 
FINANCE: 
Treasurer: Hugh Heaton 
Professional Standards: Brenda Morgan 
Grants: Watson Arnold 
PUBLICITY:  
Local Resources & Advertising: Gail Cooksey  
Website Manager: Celeste McCall 
Website Consultant: Sharon Giles 
Newsletter: Darla Bostick  
Print Materials: Darla Bostick (Need replacement) 
Photography: Darla Bostick (Need replacement) 
MEETINGS:  
Greeters: Shirley Nichols, Diana Littlejohn, Lynda 
Robinson 
Hospitality: Marie Coerver  
House & Properties: Janet Southern  
Painting of the Month Competition: Mary T House  
Assistant to Demonstration Artist: Ann Winchester  
OUT AND ABOUT:  
Field Trip Organizer (s): open for FUTURE TRIPS! 

Do you have a program or event idea? 
How do YOU contribute to YOUR SWA? 


