
 
 

SWA March Notes 2013 
  

Hello to Friends of SWA & Members! 
 

March is always an exciting and busy time 

for SWA as we continue welcoming new 

members. With those new members we are the 

recipients of great new ideas. That 

circulation guarantees new life and vitality 

to our organization. 
 

This Saturday, 2 March is the deadline for 

our entries to the International Exhibition! 

As I write this we have entries from as far 

away as Malaysia, Hawaii and Italy. It is 

always amazing to see the thread of 

creativity that really does join us all—

worldwide. The thrill of seeing our thoughts 

and imagination become a tangible image is 

really exciting. The possibilities of what a 

tube of paint and a paintbrush can do when 

the element of water is added just makes 

magic. 
 

Each time I enter a show I practically hold 

my breath to see if my work is accepted… 

and lately it seems my third choice (just to 

fill out the entry form) is the one that is 

chosen. Go figure!  

 

No matter what your level of painting is, the 

process of entering a show can reward you in 

many ways. Of course there are the prize 

awards, but more importantly are the 

Rewards, such as knowing your work is part 

of a magnificent whole that makes a 

successful exhibition. Many times to even be 

included is reward enough! At the reception 

if you stand just far enough from your 

painting to hear the comments about it, you 

get a true candid critique.  
 

I believe we are born creative. As children we 

eagerly create with crayons, pencils, or 

anything we can literally get our hands on. 

If we are lucky we grow up with people who 

encourage us, praise us and appreciate us.  
 

We, as a group, support the arts, but more 

specifically, we support each other—in 

artistic endeavors but also in personal times. 

Please see the article on Robin Brown. I 

visited the Japanese Gardens a week ago and 

had her on my mind (that’s me below—I 

took at least 100 photos of that blue heron!). 

 

 
 
See you at the March meeting with a fun 

demo by Nancy Standlee who will share her 

technique with us in making a water media 

collage!            Darla Bostick 

              President (and newsletter editor) 



March 18th Demo Artist…Nancy Standlee 
Our March demo artist is Nancy Standlee who will show us how to have fun with watercolor collage!  

 

When Nancy Standlee isn’t taking an art workshop, traveling, or journaling, she’s collecting and hand-painting paper 
scraps to create colorful collages that evoke the memories and emotions of her past experiences. Nancy is a retired 
librarian and artist who enjoys creating acrylic, gouache and watercolor paintings. Never striving for photographic 
reproduction, Nancy instead chooses to leave her figurative artwork to the viewer’s imagination, allowing them to come 
to their own individual conclusions. The aptly named Uncle Bob’s Goat depicts a mischievous, yet clearly lovable goat 
who (naturally) resides in Texas. With words found within the collage ranging from “children” to “barn,” it’s fair to say 
this goat is an old family friend, perhaps with an insatiable appetite for maps, letters or even escaping. No doubt, Uncle 
Bob’s goat is a welcoming menace to the family. [That’s a self-portrait in watercolor on the right] 

Welcome to New Members      Our website is:  www.swa-watercolor.com 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Iris Ann Moore of Corinth, TX   <imoore@responsiveed.com> 
Shenea McMilleb of Dallas  <shaneamcmillen@att.net> 
Christine Powel of Georgetown, TX  <powlyre@verizon.net>  
Rolf Lygren of Carmel Valley, CA  <rolflygren@me.com> 
Ian Durrance of Colleyville, TX <durrance4407@tx.rr.com> 
Kathy Cunning of Weatherford, TX <kathycunning@sbcglobal.net> 

We like new members…invite your friends to a meeting! 

InVision, Hulen Mall Exhibition Space Available to SWA Artists 
Dr. Jan Dao (pronounced “Dow”) has a beautiful office between Eye Masters and Dillards on the second level (ground 
level to parking lot) in the Hulen Mall. Her office is hosting a rotating exhibit of art by our members. Dr. Dao’s office has 
gallery lighting and art work is visible from the mall walkway. Mary Stitt will be handling the rotation of SWA artists who 
wish to exhibit in the space. There is room for 6 paintings half sheet or larger. Jo Williams is installed and remains until 
mid March when our next artist will install for two months. If interested, contact Mary Stitt  msmaryps@aol.com. 

 

 

 

Our Volunteer of the Month:  Marie Coerver 

Marie has been a dear friend with Robin Brown and worked side by side with her at the Japanese Gardens as well as the 
refreshment table. We gratefully accepted her offer to step in Robin’s shoes as the SWA Hostess. We trust all our 
members will help with the monthly refreshments as well as the reception goodies we have all come to enjoy.
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Asel Artist of the Month Contest 

            

February 2013 Winners:  Janet Southern with “Old Man” and Yvonne Sovocool “First Snow” 

All SWA members are invited to bring a completed, framed piece to our monthly meeting. Any art work that has previously 

appeared in a SWA exhibit is not allowed.  Your name and the title must be on the piece. Art is viewed anonymously and members 

vote once during the break for their favorite.  After an artist wins 1st place, they retire from the competition with a $25 gift 

certificate. In November all 1st placer art returns for the Artist of the Year vote. 2nd place winners get a $15 certificate. They can 

return with new art in subsequent months to snag a 1st place, but if they win another 2nd place, their gift certificate passes to 

the 3rd place winner to insure circulation of the certificates. Be sure to thank Asel Art Supply any time you shop their store at 

825 Foch Street, Fort Worth. Thank you to Mary House for taking over the organization of this event! 

Farewell to Robin Brown 

       
 
At the end of the day it’s easy to imagine all the especially creative angels called aside to create the masterpiece we 
enjoy as a sunset. Our Robin Brown has joined them after passing in her sleep recently. Her daughter Delia wrote that 
SWA was a very big part of Robin’s life and how she enjoyed the friendships in the group. About 20 SWA members were 
present at the family’s Celebration of Life. Most recently Robin wrote a note with some big plans for future field trips. 
She was instrumental pulling together the Dale Chihuly Glass Works field trip at the Dallas Arboretum and was anxious 
for more trips. For years Robin has been the smiling face behind the refreshment table—at meetings and receptions. 
She was also very active with the SWA booth at the Japanese Gardens. Truly, she will be missed.  
Robin’s sister, Loretta shared: As a young woman of 28 Robin began a life lesson that shaped the rest of her life. She 
became a single parent of four children ranging from 6 months to 7 years. She worked hard juggling as many as three 
concurrent jobs in order to raise and keep the family together with all the usual needs as well as the niceties of pets, 
hobbies and sports. Her stamina, commitment and understanding of responsibility was remarkable. Seeing her children 
into young adulthood, Robin emerged a strong and confident woman with a bold personality, a keen, sometimes devilish 
sense of humor, a love of laughter and finally a time for her and her God given talents to shine. Robin's hallmark talent 
was, of course, her art--a lifelong love. She never sought financial reward, only satisfaction which came hard inasmuch 
as she was her worst critic. She was like a frustrated author issuing draft after draft before the "perfect" piece appeared. 
Robin's art was as she was: bold, colorful and always original. Robin's work was unique and in the last several 
years, often produced in connection with her involvement and love for Fort Worth's Japanese Garden. Above all, Robin 
was always fun, thoughtful, enjoyed the company of others and could be generous to a fault. Robin lived her life 
and was the embodiment of "who lives content with little possesses everything."   



Election of Next Treasurer at April Meeting 
Laurie Davis has agreed to take the position of Treasurer beginning in May, if elected by our membership. In April we will 
place her name before the membership. Per the bylaws we must present this proposition 3 times to the members. Janet 
Southern has been kind enough to take an extended term until May when Laurie will be able to take the reigns. 
 

Monthly Critiques 
Dave Maxwell has skillfully led our monthly critiques at 6pm before each general meeting for years. Due to health issues, 
Dave has requested a few months off. Jo Williams, SWA member from Denton and well-known art instructor is leading 
the monthly critique. Artists are invited to bring one painting at 6pm. Bring your painting for some friendly advice!
 

Members in the News 
Lynne Buchanan is currently a first-timer exhibiting at the Oxide Gallery in Denton on Cedar Street in their juried show. 
Bob Cook and James Stewart both had work juried into the 15th Annual Stars of Texas Juried Exhibition. Bob Cook was 
awarded the Best of Show Award for his watercolor "Twilight on Bourbon." (This is the same piece Bob shared in the 
SWA newsletter last summer showing the steps of creativity!) The Dorothy Mayes Award is $1000. There were 400+ 
entries with 133 chosen for the show by Fort Worth artist and juror, Billy Hassell. The exhibit was displayed at the Depot 
in Brownwood, TX so it might be easier to view online at www.starsoftexasjuriedartexhibit.com  
Rachel Varney is an art teacher in FWISD. Her school is holding a Fine Arts night on March 7th in order to expose our 
children to all the music, dance and art has to offer them. She invites SWA members to attend. 
Gaylord O’Con and Jo Williams won Asel awards at the February SWS meeting in Dallas. 
Bettye Reece has a new email address to note: Bettye.r@icloud.com 
If you have news to share, send to Darla Bostick before the last week of the month <darlabostickart@gmail.com>
 

A New Leadership Position Created 
 Your current leadership has been working on several goals: 

1. Involve more of the membership as leaders 
2. Break down some of the current responsibilities into more manageable work loads for volunteers 
3. Provide good continuity from the previous position Chair to the next leader. 

There are two critical positions we are currently working on to improve. This newsletter will present one position and 
next month we will explore another important facet of SWA.  
Membership Director: Shirley Nichols has held this position since 2009...that’s a LOT of members who had Shirley as 
their first contact.  We certainly could not expect more from her and she has been consistently diligent in her duties. 
Shirley is presenting a plan to split the duties in half (and she will continue with one part!).  The Membership Director 
would maintain the roll of membership. Specifically this person would be available at meetings to accept membership 
applications, add them to the Membership Roll and send the secretary and president names on a regular basis so new 
members can be properly welcomed and added to the email list. At times of exhibitions, the Membership Director also 
checks to see that those claiming membership are up to date. The second position would be the Membership Directory 
Editor. This position involves compiling, printing and distribution of the yearly Membership Directory. Shirley would like 
someone to come forward now so she can provide training. Our new Membership Director could sit with Shirley at the 
meetings and learn the ropes--then take over in October 2013 as our members renew for the next year. Contact Shirley 
if you are interested: 817.247.9091. Shirley has generously offered to continue as Membership Directory Editor through 
2014. At that time she hopes to train her successor to take the position for 2015. Since this will require a change in our 
bylaws the membership will need to vote on this proposal. Next month we will look at the Exhibit Chair duties! 

 

Upcoming 2013 SWA Meetings, Events & Demos: 
 

 

1 March: entry deadline for SWA 
International Exhibit 
18 March: Nancy Standlee 
6 April: hand-deliver work for International 
15 April: Joyce Hicks 

16-19 April: Joyce Hicks workshop 
20 May: Barbara Millican 
9 June: SWA International Reception 2-4 
15 June: pick up work from International 

http://www.starsoftexasjuriedartexhibit.com/
mailto:Bettye.r@icloud.com


Treasurer’s Report:  Current Balance as of 14 January: $16,613.90    Bank CD Total: $15,086.18 

 

SWA 2013 Juried International Exhibition & Workshop by Juror, Joyce Hicks 
The workshop details and prospectus are available online www.swa-watercolor.com 
Entries for the International Exhibit must be complete by March 2 online or March 1 by CD mailed to Diane Petrushka, 
4920 Glade St, Fort Worth, TX 76114. Diane’s phone number is 817.626.1128. Mary Stitt has offered to help members in 
the Fort Worth area (phone is 817.377.8709) and Darla Bostick is available in Denton (phone 940.320.5660) to help with 
photographing and preparing entries. We don’t want anyone left out! 

Calendar:  Society of Watercolor Artists 2013 International Juried Exhibition 
Atrium Gallery, Fort Worth Central Library downtown~~Joyce Hicks, Juror 

ENTRY: March 1, Friday: mailed CD entries due/March 2, Saturday: electronic entries due by midnight 
NOTIFICATION: March 13, Wednesday 
PAINTINGS DUE: April 1-5: Shipped paintings due/April 6, Saturday: Hand-delivered work due 10 am-noon 
SHOW OPENS: April 7, Sunday 
JOYCE HICKS DEMO: April 15, Monday: SWA monthly meeting 7-9pm 
JOYCE HICKS WORKSHOP: April 16, Tuesday-April 19, Friday  
RECEPTION: 9 June, Sunday, 2-4pm 
STRIKE: 15 June, Saturday, 10 am-noon 
 

Transforming the Landscape in Watercolor by Joyce Hicks 

   
Our juror, Joyce Hicks, is presenting a workshop Tuesday, 16 April-Friday, 19 April at the St John’s Episcopal Church, 
2401 College St, Fort Worth, TX. Registrations have begun and we have participants registered from as far away as 
Canada and Corpus Christi. Registration requires a non-refundable $75 deposit and full payment for the workshop must 
be completed by March 18 and can be paid the night of the March SWA meeting or online. Arrangements are being 
made for those who need lodging in Fort Worth. Workshop Chairpersons are Shubha Mantri 214.774.4484 
shubhangimantri@hotmail.com and Lynne Buchanan 817.909.5366 jenny.buchanan8@gmail.com. The four-day 
workshop fee is $300 for members and $350 for non-members. (Image to the left is her upcoming North Light Book!) 

 

  
 

Scholarship Offer to SWA Workshop Participants 
SWA is offering  a new workshop scholarship program! All fully-registered and paid participants 
(members as well as non-members) for the Joyce Hicks workshop will be eligible for a full tuition 
reimbursement. Joyce Hicks will draw the winner’s name at the April meeting.  

Giving Back to the Arts 

 
 

SWA voted to sponsor an art competition at one of the Fort Worth high schools and encourage art 
students with art gift certificates as prizes. Jane Schneeberger is willing to form a small committee of 
interested SWA members (perhaps former art teachers?) who will work with the art teacher/ 
coordinator and design contest guidelines. We hope to present awards to the winners at a SWA meeting 
so and view the winning pieces. It was voted to fund 3 prizes in the amounts of $100, $75 and $50. 

SWA members wishing to donate privately may do so. If you are interested in serving on the committee or sponsoring a 
prize, contact Jane at 817.557.3239 or email at jlawberger@att.net. Because this project is slow off the ground, Jane 
suggested we implement it in the fall but details need to be worked out before school beings next fall.  
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Recap of February Demo by James Tennison 
Many thanks to James Tennison for the fine demo presented at the February meeting. His son accompanied him with 
video cam in hand to record the demo. It’s been awhile since we saw a floral painting. Unfortunately they are 
remodeling the room where we meet and we were unable to turn off the lighting or use a microphone. We are checking 
to be sure next month everything is in working order and apologize for the inconvenience. One thing James shared was 
what an instructor once told him: “Look 3 times, think twice, paint once.”  

          

10 Rules for Being a Professional Artist (written by Mark Gould/published Acrylic Artist Magazine) 
1. Creative efforts take priority over other activities whenever possible.  
2. Simplify all aspects of life in order to think and act creatively. 
3. Ensure the creative process is always challenging and enjoyable; always balance a risk of failure with the potential for 
success in order to keep efforts honest and engaging. 
4. Be the eternal student, always willing to learn. 
5. Welcome other opinions-good, bad or indifferent-but never relinquish final judgment to another. 
6. Seek out people who are positive in their approach to the creative process and welcome their constructive critique. 
Avoid negative people and their attitudes, even when personal sacrifice is required.  
7. Think before committing time, money or other resources to any future aspect of the creative endeavor. Be certain 
that both feeling and logic regarding the decision are sound. 
8. Release to the public only those works that are fully "competent and satisfactory," those that are properly executed 
with a high degree of creativity. 
9. Never become problematic for any gallery or collector. Be sincere and forthright in all gallery dealings. Require 
absolute honesty in return. 
10. Be truthful and self-aware in regard to your creative efforts. Only then can artistic vision be trusted and improved. 

 

2013 SWA Officers and Members Extraordinaire 
These dedicated members give their talent and time to keep SWA alive! We need YOUR name on the list! 
President: Darla Bostick  
President Elect: (position open for 2013, to serve in 2014 as president) 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary: Judy Huebener   
EDUCATION:  
Monthly Programs: Darla Bostick 
Workshop Chairpersons: Shubha Mantri & Lynne Buchanan  
Monthly Critiques: Jo Williams for Dave Maxwell  
MEMBERSHIP: Shirley Nichols  
EXHIBITIONS:  
Exhibition Chair: Diane Petrushka   
Sponsorship: Rhonda Barefield 
Hanging: Jo Williams 
Entry Requirements: Judith Huebener  
Certificates: Mary Stitt  
SWA Signatures: Norma Lively  
Catalog/Postcard: Eloise and Ray Sears/Darla Bostick  
Catalog Mailing: Judith Huebener 
Exhibit volunteers needed for notifications, processing, hanging, certificate 
printing, labels and strike--please contact Diane Petrushka 
Non-Juried Exhibitions Chair: Mary Stitt  
FUNDRAISING: 
Japanese Gardens: Marie Coerver  
FANtastic Fans: Mary Stitt 
FINANCE: 

Treasurer: Laurie Davis nominated/election at April meeting 
Professional Standards: (Yearly Audit) Brenda Morgan  
PUBLICITY:  
Website: Mary Stitt  
Website Technician: Sharon Giles 
Newsletter: Darla Bostick  
Photography: Lori Atwell  
Local Resources & Advertising: Jane Schneeberger  
MEETINGS:  
Greeters: Shirley Nichols, Diana Littlejohn, Lynda Robinson, Dee Casstevens,  
Jane Schneeberger  
Hospitality: Marie Coerver  
House & Properties: Janet Southern  
Painting of the Month Asel Competition: Mary T House  
Assistants to Demonstration Artist: Collette Jones, Pam Fritz, Jackie Stengle, 
Marjorie Ross, Diana Littlejohn and Lynda Robinson  
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
High School Liason: open as new position! 
OUT AND ABOUT:  
Field Trip Organizer (s): open for FUTURE TRIPS! 

 
Do you have a program or event idea? 
How do YOU contribute to YOUR SWA?  


