
 
SWA July Notes 2014 

Hello to SWA Friends & Members! 

Summer is upon us again and we have 

been blessed with a mild one here! 

Our International 2014 is behind us 

and was very well attended. It was a 

bittersweet day for me as I spoke about 

our Memorial Awards. Last year we 

honored Robin Brown by naming a 

Memorial Award for her. This year we 

continued that honor and thus 

established a tradition. None of the 

three honored were past SWA 

presidents, but all were valuable 

members. Perhaps that is a message we 

overlook when we participate in an 

organization. Every member can and 

should contribute in some way. Some 

of us take on a board position, others 

help at monthly meetings, some with 

the exhibition production. It is 

membership in the truest essence of the 

word. It is Belonging. We lost three 

dear people this year. The Best of Show 

was named in honor of Dave Maxwell 

who tirelessly gave of himself in many 

ways. For many years Dave shared his 

expertise with many through his free 

critiques before our meetings. He was 

recently honored with Honorary 

Lifetime Membership in SWA. He was 

a very dear friend of mine and he, 

along with the others, is sorely missed.  

 
Last month in Bratislava with a sculpture of Napoleon’s soldier 

Ann Thornton was instrumental in 

our beginnings. She was one of 19 

charter members who dedicated the 

time and talent necessary to start a 

new watercolor society in Fort Worth. It 

is her name on this year’s Second 

Place Award. Finally, and by no 

means least is Jeanne Heartsill. I 

painted with Jeanne in Denton twice a 

month for many years. One of her 

final goals was to reach her signature 

with SWA. In December while in the 

hospital ICU she made sure her family 

had her Membership Show entry 

delivered. All three members also had 

signature status in other art 

organizations and were active in their 

field. They will always be remembered. 

 

Darla Bostick 

President (and newsletter editor)



Welcome to New Members      Our new website address is:    www.swawatercolor.com  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Currently we have 158 members 
Membership entitles you to 20% at any Asel Art Supply with your membership card, 
a discount for entering any SWA show, access to the Annual Membership Exhibition in the 
Fall, free critique session before and demos during our monthly meetings, fellowship with 
like-minded creative folks and fun competitions (like the FANtastic Asian Fan Contest in the 
Fall and the monthly Art of the Month Contest sponsored by Asel at our meetings).  We 
have a Holiday Party with a painting swap at a restaurant in December followed by a 
“Welcome to New Members” Pizza Party in January! But wait! That’s not all! You also 
receive a monthly newsletter and you are eligible to post one image on the website free (or 
more for $20 a year including your website address). Benefits abound! As a member after 
you are selected to 5 of our juried exhibitions (without disqualification) you earn SWA 
Signature Membership. Our membership year runs on a calendar basis, Jan-Dec.  
You can still join for 2014. 
We like new members…invite your friends!

Treasurer’s Report: 

      

Current balance as of 26 June:  
Checking $21,469.60   CD $15,252.17 @ 

.35% due on 24 October 2014 
   

 

Sharon Giles Offers Free Watercolor Monoprinting Workshop 

    
SWA members are invited to a free watercolor monoprinting workshop with a Gelli or Gelatin Plate. Sharon shared the 
technique at the May meeting with her demo. Join her Sunday, July 20 1:30-4:30pm at the West Irving Library Meeting 
Room, 4444 W. Rochelle Rd, Irving TX (near the corner of Rochelle & Esters and close to major highways 161 and 183). 
Everyone is doing acrylic prints with the Gelli plate, but have you thought of using watercolor? It works but with 
different rules and results. You can learn how with this free session with Sharon Giles.  
Materials needed: 
Watercolor - TUBES  only -- dry pans are practically useless for most of these techniques. Even liquid watercolors or inks 
will only do so much. Bring what colors or brands you wish. Gouache is ok too. If you need to use Sharon’s tube 
watercolors, there is a $10 materials donation. Bring a watercolor palette or plate; watercolor paper, absorbent paper or 
mixed media paper; brushes, water container, paper towels, stencils, stamps, scissors and masking tape. 
If you have a Gelli Arts Plate or a homemade gelatin plate, please bring it, along with a brayer. If you don't have a plate 
let Sharon know and she will bring extras to share (you need to mention this when you make your reservation).  
If you want to make your own plate the instructions are here: 
 http://sharongilesart.com/2014/05/24/making-your-own-gelatinglycerin-plate/ 
RSVP sharongiles@gmail.com.  
If you belong to Meetup.com, you can RSVP here: 
 http://www.meetup.com/The-DFW-Altered-Art-Meetup-Group/events/187123362/ 

http://sharongilesart.com/2014/05/24/making-your-own-gelatinglycerin-plate/
mailto:sharongiles@gmail.com
http://www.meetup.com/The-DFW-Altered-Art-Meetup-Group/events/187123362/


SWA Members in the   
We don’t meet in the summer months, but still want to hear of your accomplishments! Be sure to send your news of 
workshops, acceptances to shows, awards and receptions to Darla <darlabostickart@gmail.com>! 
Bob Cook was accepted in the 5th Biennial "Hidden Treasures" Texas Art and Conservation Exhibition.  Selected artists 
are paired with Texas ranch owners. The artist is provided access to the private property where several paintings are 
done from viewing the property and exhibited at the 2015 Show. Bob also received the Canson Award for "French 
Chimneys" at the Texas Watercolor Society Show 2014 in San Antonio. He won the People’s Choice Award at the 17th 
Annual Rio Brazos Art Exhibition. In May he provided demo programs for the Pecan Plantation Art Guild and the Lake 
Granbury Art Association. 
We made quite a splash at the Transparent Watercolor Society of America 38th Annual Juried Exhibition in Wisconsin! 
Soon Warren took the Dorothy Driehaus Mellin Foundation Award (equivalent to 2nd Place) with “Marbles with Red,” 
Michael Holter won the Lehmann Memorial Award with “The Veil Has Been Torn” and Laurin McCracken won the 
Richeson Art Award of Merit with “Onions in Market—Barcelona.” 
Michael Holter is teaching workshops at Fredericksburg, VA June 30- July 2 and closer to home at Cypress Mill, TX July 
16 – 18. Another workshop has been added 28-30 July at Stephen F Austin College in Nacogdoches with the Watercolor 
East Texas Association. Michael was awarded 1st Place with "Smokin' BBQ & Filler Up" in the Paint Historic Waxahachie 
Plein Air Competition.  Michael’s "Gypsy at the Gate" has been chosen to be included in the North Light Publishing book, 
Splash 16: The Best of Watercolor. While you are out and about you might take the opportunity to see his work at these 
galleries: Griffith Fine Art in Salado, TX; L.A. Thompson Gallery of Fine Art in Clifton,TX and Thunder Horse Gallery in 
Ruidoso, NM.   
Rhonda Barefield, Jo Williams, Lynn Buchanan, Fran Shurtleff, Eloise and Ray Sears and Darla Bostick are all included 
in the VAST Membership Exhibition currently hanging in Denton’s TWU Art Gallery through the end of the month. The 
reception is 11 July, 5:30-7:30. 
Hugh Heaton was recognized as Painting of the Month 1

st
 place winner at the SWS May meeting with his “Startled.” 

Celeste McCall won Best of Show at the Trinity Arts Guild Open Juried Exhibition.   While 2nd place for Works on Paper 
went to Margie Whittington and Honorable Mention was awarded to Lynne Buchanan. 
Darla Bostick is in the Breckenridge (TX) Fine Arts National Juried Exhibition through September and was juried into the 
VAST Annual Calendar. She has 11 pieces of art displayed at Tierney’s Tavern and Restaurant in Lewisville through 24 
August and 3 pieces in the Denton North Branch and South Branch Libraries with the Merging Visions Exhibition.  Darla 
has 5 pieces in the Simply Summer Show with Richardson Civic Art Society in the public library. There are two more 
available spots in her Ghost Ranch Workshop/Retreat in NM 5-11 October. 
Marilyn Bourbon won a merchandise award in the Northwest Watercolor Society 74th Annual Juried Exhibition. 
SWA members did quite well at the Richardson Civic Art Society 48th Regional Art Exhibition at the Eisemann Center in 
Richardson. Muriel Mimura won 3rd place and Michael Holter won Honorable Mention in the Watermedia Category. 
Marilyn Bourbon and Kay Smith took home merchandise awards. 

Randy Meador is presenting a 3-day workshop in Lindale, just north of Tyler 9-11 August. For details and registration 
contact  Maureen Killaby 903-830-6694, <mkillaby@suddenlink.net> 
 

SWA Is On Facebook! 
Please join SWA on Facebook.  Celeste McCall has set up a new organization site for SWA.   We need members to link to 
it and begin posting there so that others can find us easier.  This should be instrumental in our publicity efforts for our 
exhibitions and meetings. You can post photos of your work through the network. Also here is a reminder that members 
are allowed to post one free painting image on the website. Have you done that yet? 
Http://www.facebook.com/SWAwatercolor 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/maureen.riddlekillaby
mailto:903-830-6694
mailto:mkillaby@suddenlink.net
http://www.facebook.com/SWAwatercolor


Winners Announced at the SWA 2014 Juried International  

     
Best of Show: Soon Warren’s “Chinese Lantern” 

 
                    Juror’s Awards: Michael & Bob                                  Honorable Mention Awards: Debbie, James, Mary & Sandy 

 

The Dave Maxwell Best of Show Award: Soon Warren "Chinese Lantern"  

The Ann Thornton Second Place Award: Laurin McCracken "Bonnye's Still Life" 

The Jeanne Heartsill Third Place Award: Debra Edgerton "Gion Matsuri I" 

Fourth Place Award: Charlotte Huntley "The Deadheads" 

Juror's awards: (alphabetically) Robert Cook "Oak Point," Frank Eber "Like a Fish Outta' Water," Michael Holter "All 
Hat and No Cattle," Monica Pate “Restored" and Kim Smith “Bug Off”   

Honorable Mentions: (alphabetically) Anne Beletic "She Stuck Her Finger in the Socket," Debbie Downing  
"Sweetheart Rose," James Stewart "Twilight Marsh," Sandy Wisecup "The Novel" and Mary Wykes "Morning Has 
Broken" 



 
Many thanks to Charlene Baker who did such a beautiful job with our music on the grand piano, Gordon Henry who 
photographed our event and Jimmy Stewart who stayed to the end working with Mary dismantling  the hanging system.. 
Many hands make an exhibition—thanks to all. Catalogs will be available at the Sept meeting for those who entered the 
show and for anyone wishing to purchase a catalog they are $10 each. 

 
To Honor Our Past Members~~Memorial Awards: The Jeanne Heartsill and Ann Thornton Families 

 

Our Newest Signature Member, Carolyn Seely 
Carolyn travels quite a distance to participate in our exhibitions and workshops since she lives in Malakoff. For those of 
you who may not know where that is, it is about two and a half hours east of Fort Worth in our piney woods section of 
the state. Carolyn has consistently shown her expertise in the field of watercolor and we are proud to add her to our 
growing list of signature members. The hallmark of a signature with Society of Watercolor Artists is earned which makes 
it all the more special. When a member is juried into 5 SWA exhibitions (with no disqualifications) they are bestowed 
this honor. Due to an unfortunate oversite concerning Carolyn’s Certificate at our reception the actual certificate was 
not available for her award. She was listed as a new member in the catalog and will be recognized at the next exhibition 
in the fall. Carolyn had 14 family members and friends who attended the ceremony. The word “sorry” does not begin to 
describe our apologies. Below Carolyn is pictured with her Signature-Earning painting, “Reflections of An Artist.” 

 



  
SWA Has A New Affiliate 
You may not know about Colors of Nature. It is a Canadian company making watercolor paints that are real colors 
reflecting the true colors of nature and are made completely from natural ingredients (making them safe for children 
and adults). The paints are animal free, cruelty free, solvent free, petroleum free and are carbon emissions free (energy 
supplied by bullfrog power). They claim professional quality performance, permanent or excellent lightfastness, are an  
 affordable price and long lasting. Colors of Nature (click for their website) is offering SWA members a 20% discount 
code to use on the website. At the end of each month they tabulate the total savings earned through our code and 
donate that same amount back to SWA. If any of our members make a piece of art using their paints they will post it on 
their website and blog and direct people to a site of the artist’s choice. Ownership of the image belongs to the artist. 
Colors of Nature only posts the work on their website and blog and would seek permission from the artist for any other 
use. Our SWA discount code: Members-20-SWA   Shop at http://shop.colorsofnature.com 
 

 Volunteers of the Month: Ray & Eloise Sears
 
With every exhibition SWA provides a lovely catalog. Anyone who enters the exhibition or sponsors an award receives 
one. Catalogs are available for sale to all others.  The catalog is important not only to record the works of the exhibition 
and the winners but also to recognize the many volunteers who give their time to make it happen. Ray and Eloise make 
a great team for this important aspect of the exhibitions. We cannot thank them enough for the many hours devoted to 
format, access images, proof, print and deliver. Many thanks are sent in their direction! Be sure to thank them when you 
see them next.  Also thanks to Bettye Reece and Marjorie Brannon for distribution of the catalogs! 

 
Watercolor Artists in Their Studio…The Three Amigos 
There is a very popular TV show in Australia that focuses on artists in their studios.  They have filmed some of the best 
watercolor artists in the world and have many more coming up in the near future. You might enjoy watching  Jo Zbukvic, 
Alvaro Castagnet and Herman Pekel doing the same painting together. The link is below to see three acclaimed artists of 
our time get together to paint one incredible piece.  
The producer of the series, Graeme Stevenson, sent two links with the following information: 
“Alvaro Castagnet is one of the world’s most highly respected watercolor artists. His paintings are imbued with a mood, 
a mystery that engage and lure the viewer into the magic. He is an expressive painter. He exhibits a strong, impressive 
and colorful style with superb interpretation of light effects that capture the soul of places he paints. 
Joseph Zbukvic is a leading master of watercolor medium of his time. His impressive achievements and enormous 
success is due to his ability to transform any subject into visual poetic language. Covering an infinite variety of subjects, 
his sensitive, lyrical and atmospheric paintings have captured people and galleries from all around the world. 
Herman Pekel is an artist of energy and enthusiasm. He is able to see a painting in almost any subject matter and is 
capable of producing award winning work in oil, watercolor or gouache. He produces paintings of strong design and 
powerful impact - every brushstroke vibrant and visible. The scope of Herman’s work has ranged from dynamic 
industrial scenery to soft, draped interiors and broad Australian landscapes, which indicates the creatively fearless 
nature of this unique artist.” 
You can view the video at this link (you will want to turn up your computer volume!): 
 http://www.colourinyourlife.com.au/tv-show/season-6/item/235-the-three-amigos 
 http://www.colourinyourlife.com.au/tv-show/season-2/item/107-joseph-zbukvic 
One memorable quote is: “Watercolor is not what you put in, but what you leave out.” 
 

 

http://www.bullfrogpower.com/
http://www.colorsofnature.com/
http://shop.colorsofnature.com/
http://www.colourinyourlife.com.au/tv-show/season-6/item/235-the-three-amigos
http://www.colourinyourlife.com.au/tv-show/season-2/item/107-joseph-zbukvic


Step-By-Step Demo by Darla Bostick 
Since we don’t meet during the summer months, watch for a step-by-step demo in the newsletter. If you have one to 
share, send the images and the explanation to Darla for the next newsletter! In the meantime, try this fun method of 
working with space, shapes and value. Draw a contour line drawing of your images…in this case, garlic pods. Then on a 
separate sheet of paper draw a simple line design to use as your template.  
 

         
 

After you have the image drawn, use a light box, or tape your template to a window so the light allows the lines to show 
beneath your paper. Trace the template at least 6 times. For this painting the template was moved slightly up for the 
center 2 images to provide more variety. If the lines become too confusing, use a colored watercolor pencil for the 
template lines and a regular pencil for the image lines. It may be easier to paint the background first, leaving the positive 
space to paint last. In this instance, red and variations of that color were used as each of the grid areas was painted. 
 

     
 
Blue was chosen as the primary color for the garlic and variations of that color were used for the positive space. When a 
shape from the grid appeared beneath the garlic shape, the color was changed to preserve the fractured appearance. 
Dark lines were added last. The finished image is “Blue Garlic.”     
   

     

 
 



Mark Your 2014 Calendar 
The highlight of any meeting is the demo! We have some great ones lined up for 2014. Be sure to pay your membership 
and either join as a new member or renew your current membership NOW! Ann Winchester will be the liason with the 
tech crew to set up demos. She would appreciate any assistance in helping the demo artist unpack and repack the car. 

                           
 

Our Monthly meetings are held at the UNTHSC, Everett 
Building. Watch for a banner on the parking lot with 
directions to our room (or check the map on the 
website) 
February we are back to our normal schedule: 
5:45—Board Meeting  
6pm—Critique with Jo Williams (bring in 1 or 2 works 
for some friendly advice) 
7pm—brief business notices 
7:15-9pm our demo, snack and art of the month 

20 July, 1:30-4:30: Sharon Giles’  FREE watercolor 
printing workshop, West Irving Library Meeting Room  
15 September: Amy Ehrlich demo, color/design 
October: Membership Show at UNTHSC Atrium Gallery 

20 October: Sharon Serrago demo, landscape 
17 November: Paula White demo , yupo 

December: Holiday Party TBA

 

 
2013 SWA Officers and Members Extraordinaire 

How do YOU contribute to YOUR SWA? 
These dedicated members give their talent and time to keep SWA alive! We need YOU on the list! 
President: Darla Bostick  
President Elect: Celeste McCall 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary: Judy Huebener   
EDUCATION:  
Monthly Programs: Ann Winchester (2015)  
Workshop Chairperson: Lynne Buchanan  
Monthly Critiques: Jo Williams 
MEMBERSHIP:  
Membership Chair: Susan Henry 
Publication of Membership Directory: Shirley Nichols 
(replacement begins in October to learn the ropes!) 
EXHIBITIONS:  
Exhibition Co-Chairs: Mary Stitt and Bob Cook 
Prospectus: Darla Bostick (Need replacement) 
CaFE’ Liason: Celeste McCall 
Sponsorship: Rhonda Barefield 
Hanging Chair: John James 
Hanging Committee: John Nickell, Norma Fitzwater, Shirley 
Nichols, Jim Stewart, Debbie Downing (and some non-
members: Drew Tilton and Mary Stitt’s nephew) 
Entry Requirements: Janet Southern  
Certificates: Mary Stitt  
SWA Signatures: Debbie Downing 
Reception Photography: Gordon Henry 
Catalog/Postcard: Eloise and Ray Sears/Darla Bostick  
 
 
 
 
 

Catalog Distribution: Bettye Reece & Marjorie Brannon 
Exhibit volunteers always needed for hanging, certificate 
printing, labels and strike 
FUNDRAISING: 
Japanese Gardens: Marie Coerver  
FANtastic Fans: Mary Stitt 
FINANCE: 
Treasurer: Hugh Heaton 
Professional Standards: Brenda Morgan 
Grants: Watson Arnold 
PUBLICITY:  
Local Resources & Advertising: Gail Cooksey  
Website Manager: Celeste McCall 
Website Consultant: Sharon Giles 
Newsletter: Darla Bostick  
Print Materials: Darla Bostick (Need replacement) 
Photography: Darla Bostick (Need replacement) 
MEETINGS:  
Greeters: Shirley Nichols, Diana Littlejohn, Lynda Robinson 
Hospitality: Marie Coerver  
House & Properties: Janet Southern  
Painting of the Month Competition: Mary T House  
Assistant to Demonstration Artist: Ann Winchester  
OUT AND ABOUT:  
Field Trip Organizer (s): open for FUTURE TRIPS! 

Do you have a program or event idea? 


