
 
 

SWA October Notes 2012 
 

A Note From the President 
 

 

Hello to Friends of SWA & Members  
Fall is upon us and we are going to have a great 

way to enjoy the sights and sounds of the season 

by going to the Dallas Arboretum. Our field trip is 

scheduled this month for Thursday, 18 October. 

Pack up your picnic goodies, bring a camera and 

prepare for a wonderful stroll through the 

botanical delights to see the special glass works 

by world-renowned Dale Chihuly. The concert by 

“Signed, Sealed Delivered”  is an added bonus! 

An invitation to join us was sent to our 

neighboring art associations in Granbury, 

Arlington, Mid-Cities, Weatherford and Grand 

Prairie. 

 

 

  
 

 

Our SWA fellow member, Jim Evans will share his knowledge of capturing a landscape with an Oct. demo.  

 

SWA continues to grow and become what it is capable of being…the premier watercolor society of our area! 

Elections for our future leadership as well as exhibition framing requirements are on the slate for the Oct 

meeting. Good things are in the forecast for SWA. As I see it there are several things essential for any 

organization to thrive: 

Good leadership (who listen/respond to the needs/interests of the membership & perform their duties well) 

Active participation of members (who give of themselves, no matter how small it may seem) 

Growing membership (that is friendly and outgoing, helping visitors feel welcome) 

Interesting programs that promote curiosity, motivation and learning  

Friendship among others who share a common interest 

Good food (never underestimate the value of snacks at break time!) 

Finally, and not the least of the ingredients… occasionally having a little bit of silly fun! 

~~Darla Bostick, President (and newsletter editor)  

 

Welcome to New Members      Our website is:  www.swa-watercolor.com 

 
 

We had several new faces at the Sept meeting--many from the Fort Worth Institute of Art! 
Deb & Vernon Downing, Fort Worth, TX <dldowning@att.net> 
Jim Stewart, Granbury, TX  <stewart1125j@aol.com> 
Vickie Pflueger, Granbury TX <pflueger@winstream.net> 

We like new members…invite your friends! 

mailto:pflueger@winstream.net


SWA 2012 Membership Exhibition  
 

Many thanks to our Exhibit Chair, Mary Stitt for another successful exhibition. Those who entered the show will receive 

a complementary show catalog. Additional catalogs are available for $5 a copy.  Mary has been Exhibit Chair for many 

shows and wants a break. Any volunteers?

 

News of Tom Kellie 
Long-time member of SWA, Tom Kellie, passed away 

Tuesday 18 Sept. Following a fun-filled day painting with 

the Trinity Arts Group, laughing and lunching with art 

friends and then returning by train to his home, Tom 

collapsed and never fully recovered. He will be 

remembered by many art friends who treasured his 

friendship. He worked with Doctors Without Borders to 

provide vision care. To honor Tom’s wishes, there will 

be no funeral or memorial service. The family requests 

donations in lieu of flowers to the family. 

Asian Paper Fans will be available for sale at the Oct meeting for $1.50. Design one for our FANtastic Fans 

friendly competition, then donate back to SWA for sale at our Japanese Gardens SWA booth! The FANtastic Fans 

competition will be at the November meeting--be sure to bring yours to show off!  

Annual Silent Auction at October meeting 
It’s always fun, it’s a great bargain, it helps SWA! Bring your DVD’s, books and art materials you no longer use or are 
perhaps are duplicate materials! Want to donate some art notecards with your images, or maybe a piece of your work 
(original or giclee print)? This is the place! Place them at the back of the lecture hall and be ready to find some great art 
stuff! Oh, also bring some cash for your finds!  Thanks so much to Mary House for running the silent auction. 

 
Asel Artist of the Month 
All SWA members are invited to bring a completed, framed piece to our monthly meeting. Any art work that has previously 

appeared in a SWA exhibit is not allowed.  Your name and the title must be on the back. All art is shown anonymously and members 

vote once during the break for their favorite.  After an artist wins 1st place, they retire from the competition with a $25 gift 

certificate. In November bring that same piece back for the Artist of the Year vote. Those who win 2nd place win a $15 certificate. 

They can return with art in subsequent months to snag a 1st place, but if they win another 2nd place, their gift certificate will go 

to the 3rd place winner to insure circulation of the certificates. This system is at par with other art groups in the Asel 

program. Be sure to thank Asel Art Supply any time you shop their store at 825 Foch Street, Fort Worth. October is the last chance 

for SWA members to participate in the monthly Asel competition for 2012.  In January we start fresh with a new membership year!

  

September Paintings of the Month Winners 

1st Place: “Awestruck” by Iok-Hou Pang  

2nd Place: “The Watchers” By John Nickell 

 



Members in the News 
Dave Maxwell has passed stage two with his painting "Her Royal Majesty" which means acceptance in the 2012 
Shanghai Zhujiajiao International Watercolour Biennial Exhibition! 
Jim Evans participated (along with 3 other artists) in an art exhibit the month of September at the Keller City Hall. See 
the website http://www.cityofkeller.com/?page=16&recordid=12981&returnURL=%2findex.aspx 
Karin Anderson won a cash and merchandise award at the Royal Lane Baptist Church with her Tangled Orchid. 
Jo Williams is leading a Caddo Lake Workshop for Plein aire Watercolor October 9-12  
Sept Sharon Giles did Suminagashi demo for Mid-Cities Fine Arts group in Hurst. She also won first place in  Water & 
Mixed Media with “Guard Duty” in the Irving Art Association Unconditional Love Pet Show. 
Southwestern Watercolor Society of Dallas’ 49th Annual Exhibition provided Sharon Giles with her signature status. 
Other SWA members included are Davilla Harding, Darla Bostick, Michael Holter, Kenji Nishikawa, Mickey Archer, 
Shubha Mantri, Mary Emerson, Norma Lively and Gaylord O’Con. 
 Davilla Harding had two paintings juried into the 2012 Hawaiian Watercolor Society Open Exhibition to be held in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, Sept 25-Oct 19. The selected paintings were Morning Has Broken (purple orchids) and Un Bel Di 
(chrysanthemums with butterfly). Un Bel Di was a painting Davilla painted in tribute to her mother, Davilla Riddle, who 
passed away last year, and who took many of her family members to Hawaii throughout the years. 
Bob Cook Historic Fort Worth's 10th Annual Art Show, Preservation is the Art of the City, showing at the FWCAC for the 
month of September, I won the Tracy Family Memorial Award for three of my watercolors in the show. 
Shirley Nichols “Plaming Phlamingo” is in both the Daniel Smith weekly online art contest and will be showing at the 
Irving Art Association Wildlife Exhibition from 28 Sept-26 October. 
Darla Bostick has 3 pieces in the lobby of the MCL Grand, Lewisville for the Western Days Exhibition.If you missed the 
SWA TWIGs Software Workshop for Artists, you have another opportunity as Deb & Vernon Downing present a full-day 
workshop in Irving at the Jaycee Center 3 Nov. Contact Deb at  <workshops@TwigsSoftware.com> 
 

  

Our Volunteer of the Month: 
 

 Robin Brown

Robin Brown has done it again! Not only does she provide us with yummy snacks at our meetings and outstanding 

receptions for our juried exhibitions…she took on the position as field trip organizer to the Dale Chihuly Glass Works at 

the Dallas Arboretum. We have more than 40 expected for this special event! (photo unavailable).There are many other 

one-time jobs that need attention. If you are interested, please contact your President. We need someone to check our 

emails that come through the website once or twice a week and direct them to the appropriate SWA Chair. We are still 

looking for a website manager to keep our site current. It is easier than you think! 

Treasurer’s Report:  
Current Balance as of 17 Sept: $10,547.83    Bank CD Total: $15,086.18 
Thank you to John Weimer who made a generous donation to SWA at the September meeting! 
 

Upcoming 2012 SWA Meeting Events & Demos: 
 

 

15 Oct: Jim Evans & Silent Auction & Officer Elections/Framing Ballots 
18 Oct: Field trip by bus to Dallas Arboretum for Dale Chihuly Glass Works, 
picnic and concert 
19 Nov: Soon Warren and FANtastic Fans Contest 
Artist of the Year will be chosen at November meeting--all 1st place 
winners from Sept 2011-Oct 2012 are asked to bring their winning piece for 
consideration 
Dec: Holiday Party TBA 

http://www.cityofkeller.com/?page=16&recordid=12981&returnURL=%2findex.aspx


 

October Field Trip to Dallas Arboretum for Dale Chihuly’s Glassworks 

          
We have 41 artists, friends and spouses joining us for our incredible field trip to the Dallas Arboretum. The trip allows for 
evening viewing of the glassworks, a picnic dinner on the grass with a concert by “Signed, Sealed, Delivered”, and a final 
viewing when lighted after dark! We altered our bus reservation for a larger bus and have additional space for riders. 
You may contact Robin concerning a bus ride. Arboretum Ticket: our deadline has passed for group rates--tickets must 
be handled individually through the Arboretum. 
Date: Thursday, 18 October 
Bus Arrives 4:15, loads and leaves: 4:30 pm from 301 Carroll, Fort Worth [Target parking lot--at old Montgomery Ward] 
The Dallas Arboretum closes 5-6pm in preparation for Chihuly Nights. We arrive and enter at 6. 
Bus Returns: 9:15 pm at the Target parking lot (time of departure from the Arboretum will be determined by driver) 
Bring: blanket/lawn chair/your picnic dinner and a camera! 
Bus Cost: $16 each; the charter bus has a restroom (includes minimal tip to driver--you are welcome to tip more) 
All tickets are non-refundable (but if necessary, you can find a substitute for yourself) 
Fun with Your Artsy Friends:  Priceless! 
Contact person:Robin at robinredux@netzero.net 817.927.7888  
 

October Ballot Vote for Future SWA Exhibit Framing Requirements 

 
 

We had a lively discussion in May concerning matting, color liners and floating for our 
prospectus standards. Per the bylaws this has been announced at 3 additional meetings (and 
has been in each newsletter). 
Below are options for voting in October.  

Basically we have two things to decide…do we want to allow color liners and do we want to allow pieces mounted on a 
solid backing with a visible deckle edge of the paper.  
Plan A: Allow a narrow liner in color (no larger than 1/2”) 
Plan B: Allow floated piece solidly mounted on white or off-white to show deckle edge of paper 
Plan C: Do not allow color liner or floating of any kind 
We should also decide if floated pieces need to be matted. Exact wording of the ballot is yet to be completed. Let your 
officers know if you have questions or comments before our final vote. 

 
Monthly Critiques 
Dave Maxwell has skillfully led our monthly critiques at 6pm before each general meeting for years. Due to health issues, 
Dave has requested a couple of months off. He hopes to return in the near future. Jo Williams, SWA member from 
Denton and well-known art instructor is leading the monthly critique. Artists are invited to bring one painting.  
 

From the September Demo by Michael Bales 

             
 

 

Michael Bales provided a wonderful 
demonstration for us 17 Sept in place of the 
previously scheduled demo with Judi Betts (her 
workshop did not make). Michael has a special 
gift with portraits. Many were asking for his 
website which is:   
http://michaelbales.30art.com/  

about:blank


 
Member Spotlight and October Demo Artist…Jim Evans 
 

 
 

“North of Donegal”   “Old Dinan, France”  “Piazza di Lucca II” 
 
Jim Evans is one of those reluctant folks who shy away from the limelight. After a bit of arm-twisting he agreed to let us 
watch over his shoulder as he provides the October meeting demo. Jim’s landscapes are charming “wish you were here” 
scenes worthy of postcards. His clean colors and use of figures draw the observer into the scene. 

 

He says he doesn’t know how long he has been a 
member of SWA but you can find him at most any of 
our monthly meetings.  In a roundabout fashion, SWA 
gained him as a member as he explains SWA and SWS 
seemed to be the two best organizations for 
watercolor, and SWS was too far away to attend regular 
meetings. 

Jim has been a signature member of SWA for some time 
and has an active art-infused life. His art work was seen 
in three different venues during the month of 
September alone: the Keller Town Hall, the Bosque Art 
Classic annual juried show and he states he tries to keep 
a few paintings shown at the Upstairs Gallery in 
Arlington.

Jim is a native Texan, grew up in Brownwood, and graduated from Texas Tech University and S.M.U. with degrees in 
Mechanical Engineering. Although he spent his entire professional career in aerospace engineering, he has always had 
an interest in art. He has been painting for over thirty-five years, primarily in watercolor and acrylics.  His main interests 
lies in landscapes and street scenes. His works reflect local subjects and reference material inspired by his travels.   

In addition to taking various college-level art classes, he has participated in workshops and studied with many fine local 
artists.  He has taken instruction under numerous nationally renowned artists while attending the Arrowmont School of 
Arts and Crafts. “My first art classes in Arlington were with Al Brouillette at the Upstairs Gallery. We met one evening a 
week, and I was working about six days a week, so I wasn’t able to progress much,” he explains. But I enjoyed painting 
with him more than any other artist.” 

His works have been accepted in several national juried shows, including SWS, SWA, Stars of Texas, and Bosque Arts 
Center.  He currently exhibits at the Upstairs Gallery in Arlington.  
 
Jim resides in Arlington with his wife, Catherine. He is currently a member of SWA, Bosque Arts Center and the Arlington 
Arts League. Jim is also the director of the Art Docent Program, sponsored by Arlington Arts League and AISD. This 
program involves students in the 5th and 6th grades. 
 
You may check his website at www.jimevans.us. 
 



 
Newsletter Demo 
Bob Cook went to New Orleans recently for the LWS watercolor contest (where he had a piece included). He took a few 

camera shots and painted this scene on Bourbon St. just after a light rain with the sun going down. Bob recently won an 

award at the SWA Membership Exhibition with his detailed realism captured through watercolor. Here are 4 steps 

showing his process. If any members are interested in sharing their process in the newsletter, send to the editor! 

 

 
Elections in October for 2013 SWA Officers  
Vision is a precious thing to any artist. Being an officer is one way to share your vision, your hopes for SWA.  
The SWA board meetings could not be more convenient---the officers meet at 5pm prior to our monthly meetings and 
aim to wrap up in time for the critique at 6pm. Your officers meet once in the summer to touch base and between board 
meetings a great deal of decisions are handled through emails.  
When we updated our bylaws and matched the meeting calendar to the bylaws, it imposed an extra half-year on our 
officers. The ladies you elected were happy to do that, but now we need some new leadership. 
Shirley Nichols is willing to continue as Membership Chair and Darla Bostick will continue as President, unless there is 
another interested party. Returning next year are our Workshop Chairs: Lynne Buchanan and Shubha Mantri. 
The above renewals of terms do carry a condition…we simply need help. An effort has been made to whittle down the 
work and spread it out among additional volunteers.  
We must have a new treasurer, secretary, exhibit chair and president-elect for the October elections. 
Darla MUST have a President-Elect to observe one year, attend board meetings and have some input on decisions. This 
person would be eligible as president for 2014. 
Shirley simply needs an assistant for one or two email blasts per month (i.e. letting members know the newsletter is 
posted on the website, and last minute news). It’s easy and is done through the website email system.  
It is safe to say that the majority of our membership enjoys our exhibits. In 2012 we have had 4 exhibits. The 2011 
Membership was in January, the International was April-June, the new Invitational Exhibit in Grapevine was in May-June 
and in August our 2012 Membership Exhibition was hung. To have 4 exhibits in 9 months has been a plus for the 
membership, but has weighed heavily on the shoulders of just a few. 
The Invitational is an exhibit we would like to see join our other annual exhibitions. It showcases art work of those who 
volunteer their time and talent to SWA. We are looking to have 3 exhibits each year. 
To continue having the shows we all look forward to hosting, we have got to have someone run the show. The Exhibit 
Chair could easily be a team effort. One or two friends could make this happen along with the auxiliary groups in place. 
This is a critical position. We are working hard to make a committee that will meet the demands each exhibition 
requires. Can you help in some aspect? Without an Exhibit Chair, there will be no exhibits. 
Other open positions not requiring election, but needing leadership include: House & Properties and Website Technician 
A slate of officers will be presented at the October meeting. Let us know if we can add your name to the ballot! 



Take a look at the list that follows for opportunities for your service. 

2012 SWA Officers and Members Extraordinaire
These dedicated members give their talent and time to keep SWA alive! We need YOUR name on the list!  
President: Darla Bostick  
President Elect: (position open for 2013) 
Recording & Corresponding Secretary: Currently Kristine Becker (position open for 2013)   
EDUCATION:  
Programs: Darla Bostick 
Workshop Chairpersons: Shubha Mantri and Lynne Buchanan  
Purchase Prize Coordinator: Diane Petrushka  
Monthly Critiques: Jo Williams temping for Dave Maxwell  
MEMBERSHIP:  
Membership Chair: Shirley Nichols  
Website Mailing List: OPEN NOW 
EXHIBITIONS:  
Exhibition Chair: Currently Mary Stitt (position open for 2013)   
Sponsorship: Michael Holter 
Hanging: Jo Williams 
Entry Requirements: Judith Huebener  
Certificates: Mary Stitt  
SWA Signatures: Norma Lively  
Catalog/Postcard: Eloise and Ray Sears  
Catalog Mailing: Judith Huebener 
Exhibit volunteers needed for notifications, processing, hanging, 
certificate printing, labels and strike--please contact Mary Stitt.  
FUNDRAISING: 
Japanese Gardens: Robin Brown and Marie Coerver  
Silent Auction: Mary House  
 
 

FINANCE: 
Treasurer: Janet Southern (position open for 2013)  
Professional Standards: (Yearly Audit) Brenda Morgan  
PUBLICITY:  
Website: Mary Stitt (position open for 2013) 
Website Technician: OPEN NOW  
Newsletter: Darla Bostick  
Photography: Lori Atwell  
Local Resources: Jane Schneeberger  
MEETINGS:  
Greeters: Shirley Nichols, Diana Littlejohn, Lynda Robinson, Dee 
Casstevens, Jackie Stengle, Jane Schneeberger, Mary House  
Hospitality: Robin Brown  
House & Properties: OPEN NOW 
Art of the Month Asel Competition: Lucy Oppermann  
Assistants to Demonstration Artist: Collette Jones, Pam Fritz, Jackie 
Stengle, Marjorie Ross, Diana Littlejohn and Lynda Robinson  
OUT AND ABOUT:  
Field Trip Organizer (s): open for FUTURE TRIPS! 
Do you have a great idea for a program or event? 
Do you have a friend in SWA to team up with you? 

Let us know how you want to plug into YOUR organization!  

 

 

Dues for 2013 is due in October 

Those not paying by November will miss out 
on inclusion in the membership directory! 

Seniors pay $30 

Adults (under 65) pay $40 

Family membership is an extra $5 over your regular amount 

Dues is payable online through pay pal or to Shirley Nichols, Membership chair 

Shirley Nichols, 2525 Ryan Place, Fort Worth, TX 76110-2506 

 


